VOLUME LVII

ISSUE 1

JAN/FEB 2024

=~ DD O




2023-2024
Bridge Officers

Commander

BRAD BARTON SN, IN

5132 Mayview Rd

Lyndhurst OH 44124
419-733-2530
Bradley.barton1961@gmail.com

Executive Officer

KAY BARNES, S

29605 Osborn Rd

Bay Village, OH 44140
216-780-8872
Kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com
Educational Officer Assistant
JAMES CHRISTMAN N
37248 Sugar Creek Ln
North Ridgeville, OH 44039
440-537-4800
JimJwc@hotmail.com

Administrative Officer

Jerry Nagy, AP

11 South Hampton Cir
Rocky River, OH 44116
440-356-0870
GNagy44@Yahoo.com

Secretary
OPEN

Treasurer

Harry Barnes, AP
29605 Osborn Rd.

Bay Village, OH 44140
440-653-1445
HarryjBarnes@yahoo.com

OPEN

Assistant

Susan J Rothacker, P
33883 Maple Ridge Blvd
Avon, OH 44011
440-315-1206
SJrothacker@aol.com

Assistant
OPEN

Assistant

Joseph Poplstein, AP
32887 Electric Blvd
Avon Lake, OH 44012
440-933-8121
JPoplstein1@gmail.com

Personnel/Fleet Roster/Computer Data:
P/D/C Twila Hauck, SN Twilaboat@gmail.com

THE NCOS&PS CURRENTS
Published 6 X Annually
Article Deadlines: 1st of the month before issue

Deadline Dec
Deadline Feb
Deadline Apr
Deadline Jun
Deadline Aug
Deadline Oct

January/February
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December
Editor: P/C Susan J Rothacker, P
sjrothacker@aol.com  440-315-1206

twitter.com/NCOSPSquadron@NCOSPSquadron

Facebook.com/northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron

Commander's

Message
Bradley Barton, SN, IN
Bradley.Barton1961@gmail.com

That which unites us:

As we head toward the shortest day of the year,
Christmas and the other celebrations different cul-
tures the world over have at this time, one tends to
reflect on the past year and hopes for the one
ahead.

It is very easy to identify that which divides us. We
humans are expert at dividing into groups and
fighting over things real and imagined. History con-
sists largely of that story. And recent events offer
little solace. But we can also consider that which
unites us, and | think it is a valuable exercise.

On the largest scale we can speak of our common
humanity, our shared, experience living on this
earth. Despite every difference we are all the same
stuff. For me, the golden rule is all one need know
about ethics. On smaller scales we can look at na-
tions of peoples on earth and their histories, and
groups within those groups and so on. The principle
of looking for and valuing that which unites us holds
regardless of scale.

In this group that which unites us is a shared love of
boating. Think of what people have done with boats
through the ages. From the birch-bark canoe to the
biggest freighter, from exploration in sailing ships to
warfare, boats are everywhere in the human experi-
ence. And there is a bug we catch; the beauty and
power and ability to float on the earth’s abundant
water, to go anywhere if we have the skill, that is an
infection from which we cannot recover.

| hear occasionally some word of people who are
angry with others in the squadron. “He’d come to
the meetings, but is mad at so and so,” and the like.
Surely those difficulties are trifing when put in per-
spective. Our dedication to doing our part to make
the boating we do as safe as can be should domi-
nate those inevitable petty differences that arise be-
tween us.


http://www.twitter.com/RRSPSquadron
http://www.facebook.com/RockyRiverSailAndPowerSquadron

In the spirit of love that fills each of us during
the Christmas season, let us look beyond our
divisions to the things that unite us, in the
Power Squadron and in life generally. That’s

my plan. EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
Now, look over the “Currents” and see what Lt/C Kay Barnes, S
you want to do. kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com

Be well, Cdr. Brad Barton SN

Greetings Boaters, Happy New Year!

| hope everyone had a fun and healthy holiday season.

The Cleveland boat show is January 18-21 at the IX
Center. District 7 will have a booth set up with a boat
simulator and boating safety information for the public.
ABC Class schedules will be available also. A lot of
work goes into this event, and we could use your help!
For those interested in volunteering their time, you will
be given free entry passes. A great way to see the
show and share all that our club does for the boating
public. Volunteers are needed for set up (Day before)
and break down as well as staffing the booth.

Contact Harry Barnes for details at (440) 653-1445.

| am waiting for Bay Village Green team to contact me
for their Spring 2024 waterway cleanup schedule.
Volunteers participate as a civic duty.

Respectfully submitted, Lt/C Kay Barnes, S

Commander Brad Barton, SN
Presents the 50 Year Membership
Award to Dr David Bennhoff, SN.

1!
Congratulations David, yoU pON T:
Thank you for your commitment to T FLOATS'“

NCOSPS over the years.

For Boaters, by Boaters*"

America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons®
© United States Power Squadrons®



ATTENTION NCOSPS’ Members!
Our Nominating Committee is diligently searching for individuals interested
In a leadership and/or committee position in NCOSPS.

The new bridge will take the helm in April 2024
The deadline for submitting to Headquarters is approaching very soon.

If you have served before, you know it is a very rewarding proposition. Giving back always is!
If you are new to USPS/NCOSP Squadron, we love Newbie's!

If you have some skill (s) to share with our squadron, we welcome you to contact one of the nominating
committee members:

P/C Susan Rothacker, P P/C Harry Barnes, AP
440-315-1206 440-653-1445
SJRothacker@aol.com HarryjBarnes(@yahoo.com

Thank you for your consideration to move NCOSPS forward. CDR Brad Barton, SN-IN

ERIE CANAL TRIP Jon, Jill and Huntz crew

Here’s a report of the four week trip that First Mate Jill and I, along with Huntz the Bernese Mountain
Dog, of the Erie Canal. Our goal was to be in Waterford NY, the eastern terminus of the canal, in time to
have our Nordic Tug at the annual Tug Boat Roundup.

We departed Cleveland on the morning of a fateful Wednesday when tornadoes unexpectedly struck in
a storm front along the north coast. We had planned to get to Erie PA but the bouncing around forced a
landing in Ashtabula. | didn't sleep well tied up in front of the Coast Guard station, and about 0330 |
woke up, the wind had died and | thought to try for Erie. We left with searchlight and radar on full, and
arrived in Erie a few hours later, docking at Wolverine marina right downtown. Stayed the night and visit-
ed the museum, took in a band concert and made a repair to our fresh water system which was leaking
under the galley sink. Made our way to Buffalo, stayed 2 nights at the Buffalo YC. They were most gra-
cious, and three separate folks offered us the use of their cars to run errands.

Apprehensively we approached our first (of 36!) locks, the Black Rock Channel lock which is between
Buffalo and Tonawanda. It was a measly 5 foot lift and we had immediate success. Slowly picked our
way east. Met a lot of characters that you would enjoy as much as | did. From Tonawanda east almost
all the way to Lockport is a no wake zone, so we putted along to our first “real” locks, numbers 35 and
34. Those two have a combined lift of over 50 feet. Over time we got to be real pros at handling the
locks. It really wasn'’t all that difficult.

The towns along the canal, especially the western half, were great places to stop. All had free dockage
along the canal wall, usually with electric and water, some with pump outs, showers and laundry facili-
ties. Restaurants, bars and shopping were nearby.




Upon our arrival in Waterford, a couple of days early for the event, we met the organizers of the Round-
up and had fun hanging with them. We got invited to a party aboard the John J. Harvey, a NYC fireboat
notorious for assisting with the 9/11 tragedy. We were in the tugboat parade and got invited to another
party aboard the Sarah D, one of New York State Marine Highway Corporation's tugs, where we
watched fireworks and ate and drank.

The festivities over, we retraced our route and returned to CLE without incident, except when boat dog
Huntz inadvertently switched off all the electronics with his rear end, while we were navigating across
Lake Oneida. USPS navigational courses were in full effect when the lights went out!

All in all we traveled just under 1,000 NM round trip, and did the 36 locks twice (72 lockings!) and un-
counted lift bridges. Lake Erie was a bit unsettled on our return, so we spent two days in Erie waiting for
her to simmer down. It’s nice to be retired and to have the time to wait out the weather!

Lt Jon Paulus, P & Jill Snellman, accompanied by boat dog Huntz

ATTENTION MEMBERS
For more information...and details

You can find America’s Boating Club site-USPS.org

The NCOSPS website (And Updated Roster)
http://Northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/

D7 website at: http://d7usps.org.



http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/

Administrative Department
P/C Jerry Nagy, AP
gnagy44@yahoo.com

Asst. P/C Susan Rothacker, P
sjrothacker@aol.com

Just a quick recap from recent events.

The Steak & Lobster event was quite success-
ful. Weather was perfect, food as always was
spectacular. Thanks Neal Casbean and Tom
Vincent and crew. My thanks and gratitude to all
who helped coordinate, set up, serve and clean
up.

We had about 20 for the Pasta Night buffet at
Lakeside Yacht Club. Thanks to Mike Harcar for
sponsoring us. If you missed it...

Moving forward, 45 attended our annual Christ-
mas dinner Dec. 16 at Behind the Woods. A
very festive and warm venue...Staff and food
were outstanding! Dave Bennhoff spoke about
how power squadron has impacted his boating
life, and stories with some fun and anxiety
thrown in.

Friday night dinner tentatively planned in early
Feb. at AJ’s Urban Grill on Detroit Rd
in Westlake. Stay tuned for updates.

Happy holiday season to all!

Dinner at Panini’s
Westake

WELCOME!!
NEW MEMBERS!!

Commander Brad Barton, SN, IN
swearing in new members at the Christ-
mas party. Welcome everyone.

Good to see you at our social events.

New members: L-R, Lisa Diller, Linda &
Mike Davis, Sheila & Roger Busser.

And Rich Doncaster and Jennifer, not in
photo, transferred from another squadron.

Friday Dinner at Panini’s Bar & Grill-Westlake-friends food, libations, FUN!!



Educational Department

P/Lt/C James Christman, N
jimjwc@hotmail.com

Happy New Year!

Fall classes are complete. East & West we had 4
students, each passed. We have 2 ABC classes
scheduled for just after the boat show 12 February,
west at Don Umerley Center in Rocky River, and
east @ Lakeside Y.C. in April, TBA. If you know of
anyone new to boating this spring, be sure to let
them know.

For those interested in continuing their education,
our advanced grades and elective courses are sec-
ond to none. Please contact me for information
and scheduling. We are planning a Boat Handling
course, formerly Seamanship, in the near future.

2023 was a successful year in education. As al-
ways, we can and want to do more. And we need
instructors to help with that goal. We can get you
up to speed quickly for our next calendar of cours-
es. Teaching is the easiest and best way to learn.
Jump on board!

Lt/C Jim Christman, N

ABC, ELECTIVE COURSES,
ADVANCED GRADES, SEMINARS

and more

Contact Lt/C Jim Christman, N
For information on any classes.
NOW is always a great time to sharpen
your boating knowledge and skills

jimjwc@hotmail.com

Treasurer

Cdr Harry Barnes, AP
harryjbarnes@yahoo.com

Asst: 1st/Lt Joe Poplstein, AP
jpoplstein1@gmail.com

Welcome from the Treasurer’s Department,

| am writing this report on 12/2/23 and the Holi-
day Season is all around us.

Our Checking account is down a bit YTD
through Nov 30th.

The Christmas Party will be over when you read
this report, | hope many of you were able to at-
tend.

Most of our large yearly bills have been paid
except District Dues for new members. If we
have a successful Spring ABC Class, we may
be able to get back to even with our checking
account.

The Audit Committee has conducted our annual
audit for 22-23. All was determined to be in or-
der.

Hope everyone will sign up to work the booth at
the 2024 Cleveland Boat Show, Jan 18-21.
Contact me at 440-653-1445 with any ques-
tions.

From the Poplstein’s and the Barnes’ families,
we are wishing you a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Treas. Harry Barnes, AP
Assist Treas, Joe Poplstein, AP



Secretary’s Department

MEETING NOTICE!!

(See change of location for January-Yacht Club closed)

NORTH COAST OHIO SAIL AND POWER
SQUADRON Executive/Membership meetings
occur the 2nd *Wednesday/Thursday monthly

September thru May

NEW LOCATION and DAY *
Wednesday January 17

6:00 PM Dinner (optional) 7 :00 PM Meeting

NEW Location:
*ARRABIATTA Restaurant
600 Dover Center Rd Bay Village, OH 44140

Be in the know about all things squadron!
Be the difference you would like to see!
See ya there...

SUNSHINE , GOOD WISHES
and CONDOLENCES

A welcoming sunrise,
calm seas and restful sunsets...

Since last report, it has been a quiet time. Thankfully.

No loss of any members. Such good news. Alt-
hough, we do have many members who are dealing

with physical and medical issues. Keep them in your

prayers for healing and comfort this new year.

Be well friends!

Please notify the Commander, Secretary or

CELEBRATE!

JANUARY

Michael Jordan 1
Megan Shumaker 3
Peter Kwiatkowski 10
Michelle Burke 11
Tom Foster 18
llona Uhlinger (Lonnie) 20
Ellen Kwiatkowski 26
Ivan Wagner 29
Leslie Tighe 30
FEBRUARY

Patricia Wenzel 11

Christopher Kaspar 12
Carla M Harwell-Parks 13

Merry Knab 21
Carl Wille 22
Mary Glassco 23
Harry Barnes 25
Heather Lynn Prochaska 26
Karen Marie Polick 28
Don Kaatz 28

If | have missed your birthday | do not have it.

Shoot me a text with your name and birthdate
and | will include it so we can wish you joy and
many blessings for the year ahead!

440-315-1206 Susan Rothacker, Editor TY!

Sunshine chair, Lt Corey Nieding 440-668-0765 or
coreynieding@gmail.com _ with notices of needed
sunshine for illness, surgeries, accidents or deaths,
or GOOD news and announcements to be included
in The Currents.




50 year USPS member Dr David Bennhoft, SN shares his appreciation,
thoughts and extensive interesting and funny boating experiences made possi-
ble from the boating education he received over the years.

CHRISTMAS DINNER @ Behind the Woods
Enjoy a blessed and joyful season!



|

November
dinner
SWEET
PORK
WILSONS



RIVERBELLES
EVENT CALENDAR 2023-2024
Jan/Feb 24 No meeting

Mar 6 General Meeting-Anita Barton
April 3 Annual Election Meeting
May 1 Change of Watch

**STAY TUNED TO EMAIL
FOR DETAILS AND UPDATES!

2023

Gail Ahlers, President
216-228-8729/216-401-2299
lgahlers@aol.com

Pat Dever, Vice President
440-221-0854
pdever2027@yahoo.com

Theresa Thompson , Secretary
586-713-0827
nurse4658@aol.com

Ann Sartin, Treasurer
440-213-6542
annsartin@sbcglobal.net

Gail Ahlers, Sunshine & Phone calls
216-228-8729
Igahlers@aol.com

Kate Mott/Susan Rothacker
Photography/Historian
Photos to: sjrothacker@aol.com and
twilaboat@GMAIL.com

Kate Mott, Charity
216-470-9278

Mary Glassco, Roster
C 440-503-1915 / glassco3727 @att.net
Be sure to let Mary know of any changes!

Kay Barnes, Fundraising
Pat Dever, Theater
Twila Hauck, Facebook

Meeting Agenda ltems:

Please remember to email the President 2 weeks
PRIOR to the meeting date with your discussion
items so | may review and include on the agenda.
Thank you, Gail.

Officers & Chairs 2024

Greetings ladies!

| hope you have enjoyed the holiday season. The
last quarter of ‘23 was busy for the Riverbelles.
Theatre production of Scrooge, Dinner @ Sweet
Pork Williams & Brunch @ Summer Place.

We selected The Cleveland Food Bank as our
Christmas donation recipient..

We will have a new calendar shortly reflecting ‘24-
'25 meetings and events . Can you believe it 1?1?7??

Newer members, wives, if you are interested in
joining our little group, give me call and | can give
you the particulars about who we are, why, and
what we do.

Also, it is time to recruit new leadership. New year
begins May/June. Our current officers have been
in place for several years. Let’s give them a break!
Call Susan Rothacker, Nominations chair @ 440-
315-1206.

President Gail Ahlers presenting Susan
Rothacker a lovely token of appreciation
from the Riverbelles for being selected as
Outstanding Riverbelle 22-23.

Enjoy your special day Ladies!!

JANUARY

Kate Mott 27
Leslie Tighe 30
FEBRUARY

Mary Glassco 23
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JanFeb24
NORTH COAST OHIO SAIL and POWER SQUADRON
CALENDAR OF EVENTS for 2023-2024
DATE EVENT / LOCATION DATE EVENT / LOCATION
Stay tuned in to your email for our summer
11 Jan NCO Membership Mtg-6:00 events. Planning is under construction.
Arrabiatta Restaurant 3 Apr Riverbelles Election Mtg*
D?ver Ce.nter Rd Bay Village 8/0 May NCO Membership Mtg*
18-21 Jan :\;I(I%Ae:ﬁ?ca Boat Show May* Riverbelles Change of Watch
Jan NCO Friday dinner— 5:00 Jul/Aug No membership meetings
AJ’s Urban Grill-Westlake July D7 Rendezvous-Huron
14/15 Feb NCO Membership Mtg* 4 Sept Riverbelles cookout*®
2-12 Feb USPS National Annual Mtg 11/12 Sept NCO Membership Mtg*
Orlando Florida 2 Oct Riverbelles Mtg*
Feb NCO Friday Dinner * 9 Oct NCO membership Mtg*
2 Mar g:gti_lglggsJ?r:\eflz?ct:zgﬁnSN Nov D.7 Fall Conference
Sandusky Maritime Museum || & Nov Riverbelles Mtg™
6 Mar* Riverbelles Nominations mtg || 13 Nov  NCO Membership Mtg*
13/14 Mar NCO Annual Election Mtg* ||4Dec  Riverbelles Christmas*
Mar/April NCO Change of Watch TBA* ||11Dec  NCO Membership Mtg*
5-7 Apr  D/7-Spring Conference-COW ||Dec TBA  Christmas Dinner*
*Date/Time/Loc TBA

Events: Admin : P/C Jerry Nagy, AP
440-915-1273 gnagy44@yahoo.com

Commander Brad Barton, SN, IN
419-733-2530 bradleybarton1961@yahoo.com

Classes: SEO: P/Lt/C Jim Christman, N

440-537-4800

jimjwc@hotmail.com

Asst SEO: OPEN




