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D7 Cruise  
and Rendezvous  

 Huron Boat Basin  
 

Meetup 25 July in Vermilion  
(or Huron) 
Enjoy Street MusicThursday 
  then cruise to 
26-28 July Huron Boat Basin  
Saturday 27 July  

Fleetwood Mac Tribute Band  
 

Thurs Dinner @ Old Prague Self Pay 
 

Friday Eve Dinner Huron YC 
 

Sat AM Coffee/pastries  
      Eve Catered dinner  
  @ the Pavilion  
 

Sun AM Coffee\pastries  
 

Games and Prizes 
 
 

Contact:  
Dockmasters for dock 
res. 
 

More details to follow & 
on D7 Website 

                 
Commander’s  

New Members Picnic  
&     

   Kick off for the 2024 Boating Season 
 

   11 May 2024 
     3:00 P.M. 

 

Commander Kay Barnes invites you to 
Meet and greet your new NCOSPS 

Bridge and enjoy a relaxing afternoon 
of food and comradery. 

 
29605 Osborn Rd 

Bay Village OH  44140 
 

RSVP to Kay @  
kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com 

216-780-8872 
BY May 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$5.00 incl meat, water, soft drinks 
Condiments, snacks 

Bring a dessert or side dish to share 
And a comfortable lawn chair  

 



 

  

  
2023-2024  

Bridge Officers 
 

 

Commander 
KAY BARNES, S 
29605 Osborne Rd  
Bay Village OH 44140   
216-780-8872    
kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com 
 
Executive Officer  Assistant 
JAMES MASON, SN IN ROGER BUSSER 
1626 Lakeland Ave  24288 Westwood Rd 
Lakewood, OH  44107 Westlake, OH  44145 
216-905-7234   440-734-2546 
jmason1626@cox net  roger24865@yahoo.com 
 

Educational Officer Assistant 
JAMES R HOLCEPL SN      JAMES CHRISTMAN, N 
22 Golfview Ln  37248 Sugar Creek 
N. Olmsted, OH  44070          N Ridgeville, OH 44039 
440-281-4999    440-537-4800 
Holcepl.jim@gmail.com JimJwc@hotmail.com       
         

Administrative Officer         
MARY GLASSCO, N         
12520 Edgewater Dr #508  
Lakewood,  OH  44107  
440-503-1915    
glassco3727@att.net   
                      

Assistant   Assistant 
SUSAN J ROTHACKER, P ANITA BARTON, P 
33883 Maple Ridge Blvd 5132 Mayview Rd 
Avon, OH  44011  Lyndhurst, OH  44124 
440-315-1206   419-743-5486 
SJRothacker@aol.com    anitabarton1961@gmail.com 
 

Secretary   Assistant 
BRAD BARTON, SN-IN  DOROTHY WALLS 
5132 Mayview Rd  4768 Weathersfield Ct 
Lyndhurst, OH 44124           Richmond Hts, OH 44143 
419-733-2530   1-216-289-9166 
bradley.barton1961@gmail.com  dot4walls@gmail.com   
  

Treasurer   Assistant 
HARRY BARNES, AP       JOE POPLSTEIN,AP  
29605 Osborn Rd.  32887 Electric Blvd 
Bay Village, OH  44140 Avon Lake, OH 44012 
440-653-1445         440-933-8121 
HarryjBarnes@yahoo.com JPoplstein1@gmail.com 
     

Personnel/Fleet Roster/Computer Data: 

 
 
 
 

Commander's  
Message 
Lt/C Kay Barnes, S 
kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com 

MEETING NOTICE!! 
 

NORTH COAST OHIO  
SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON  

Executive/Membership meetings  
occur the 2nd Wednesday monthly,  

(September thru May) 

Next meeting dates 
May 8 No June/July/August  September 11 

6:00 PM  Dinner (optional)  7 :00  PM Meeting 
 

NEW  Location:  
*ARRABIATTA Restaurant 

600 Dover Center Rd Bay Village, OH  44140 
  

Be in the know about all things squadron!  
Be the difference you would like to see! 

See ya there... 

THE NCOS&PS CURRENTS 
Published  6 X Annually 

Article Deadlines:  1st of the month before issue 
ISSUE 
January/February  Deadline Dec    1 
March/April   Deadline Feb    1 
May/June    Deadline  Apr     1 
July/August   Deadline Jun     1 
September/October  Deadline  Aug    1  
November/December  Deadline Oct     1 
Editor:    P/C Susan J Rothacker, P 

                        sjrothacker@aol.com      440-315-1206 

Greetings From your 2024-2025 Commander.  

I hope you were able to attend my COW April 
28. Most of you know me. I've been a member 
since the early 90's. In the past I held the office 
of Administrative Officer for several years. My 
most recent position was Executive Officer.  
 

Harry and I will kick off the boating season with a 
cookout in our backyard May 11 at 3pm. Mem-
bers please RSVP to me at (216) 780-8872 by 
May 4. Please bring a dessert or side dish to 
share. There is a $5 fee. New members will be 
sworn in. Looking forward to seeing everyone. 
 

My goals as your Commander are to retain our 
current members and gain new members 
through our educational program.  I will continue 
our civic involvement, social events, fund raising, 
and Friday night dinners.  Surprises are in the 
works. Information will be in our Currents. I am 
excited to represent NCO. Feel free to contact 
me with suggestions.  

216-780-8872/ kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com 



 

  

Facebook.com/northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron 

X.com/NCOSPSquadron@NCOSPSquadron 

For Boaters, by Boaters℠  
America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons® 

                                                              © United States Power Squadrons®                 

 

                 ATTENTION  MEMBERS 
For more information 

 

America’s Boating Club site-USPS.org 
 

Navigating_the_USPS_Website.pptx (PowerPoint) 
 

The NCOSPS website  (And Updated Roster)    
http://Northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/  

 

D7 website at:  http://d7usps.org.   
 

EXO Annual Report 2024 Lt/C Kay Barnes, S 
 

It has been my pleasure to represent you as Executive Officer this past year. Last year a couple NCO 
members attended the U.S.S. Cod memorial service. This year the date is May 27,2024 at 9am. The 
parking is at Burke Lakefront Airport.  
 

Harry and I attended a couple waterway cleanups last Summer as a civic involvement.  
 

The Mid-America Boat show was January 18-21, 2024. There were a lot of open bow and fishing boats 
for sale.  Food and crafts were plentiful. Our simulator was a hit for children especially on Friday. 
Schools were closed due to cold, snowy weather. Parents brought them to the show. They are our future 
boaters. A lot of work goes into setting up, dismantling, and manning the D7 booth. Our 2-page ad was 
fabulous. Thanks Jim Holcepl, and again to all the volunteers.  
 

Our vessel safety check examiners were busy last Summer and will be gearing up for this year soon. 
Safe boating week is May 18-25, 2024. VSC's will begin a week early at CYC, May 11 at 9am. Other lo-
cations will be added. There will be boating supply discounts at stores i.e. West Marine, Boat U.S., and 
possibly Dick's. NCO has 9 VSC examiners. All examiners must complete a half hour workshop to main-
tain their credentials. The deadline is June 30, 2024. The link to obtain the contents are in the vessel 
safety check update webpage in our U.S.P.S. national website.   
 
 

Upcoming Bay Village Green Team water-way clean-ups: 
 

Saturday, May 4 Cahoon Creek 9:30-10:30 Meet at top of sledding hill in the parking lot next to 
the skate park. 
Wednesday, June 5, at Columbia Park Creek and beach 7-8pm  
Saturday, July 6 at Cahoon Park 9:30-10:30am  
Wednesday, August 14 at Sperry Creek 7pm-8pm  at Reese Park off Clague Rd. in BV. Meet at 
South parking lot near basketball courts.  
 

Interested individuals can check in and see more details on BV Green Team on Facebook. 
 

Thank you. 
        Respectfully Submitted, 
        Lt/C Kay M. Barnes,S 

http://www.facebook.com/RockyRiverSailAndPowerSquadron
http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/


 

  

 
 
 
 

BRIDGE AND COMMITTEES-ELECTED 13 MARCH 2024 
 

FOR THE BRIDGE YEAR 2024-2025 
 

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE OF THE NORTH COAST OHIO SAIL and POWER SQUADRON, AS 
REQUIRED BY THE BYLAWS ARTICLE VI, SEC 6.08 DO HEREBY PLACE IN NOMINATION THE 
FOLLOWING MEMBERS WHO HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED AND, IF ELECTED, ARE WILLING TO 
SERVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DUTIES AS PRESCRIBED BY THE UNITED STATES POWER 
SQUADRONS OPERATIONS MANUAL AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NORTH COAST OHIO 
SAIL and POWER SQUADRON BYLAWS, FOR A TERM OF ONE YEAR UNLESS OTHERWISE 
STATED. 
 
THE MEMBERS NOMINATED ARE: 
 

COMMANDER      Kay Barnes, S   
EXECUTIVE OFFICER    P/D/C James Mason, SN, IN 
ASST EXECUTIVE OFFICER   1/Lt Roger Busser 
EDUCATION OFFICER     P/D/C James R. Holcepl, SN 
ASST EDUCATION OFFICER    P/Lt/C James Christman, N 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER     P/C Mary Glassco, N 
ASST ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER   P/C Susan Rothacker, P 
ASST ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER   P/Lt/C Anita Barton, P 
SECRETARY                    P/C Bradley Barton, SN 
ASST SECRETARY     P/C Dorothy Walls, AP 
TREASURER     D/Lt/C Harry Barnes, AP 
ASST TREASURER      P/Lt/C Joseph Poplstein, AP 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE  P/C Susan Rothacker, P  1 YEAR    
  D/Lt/C Harry Barnes, AP  2 YEARS 
  P/C Bradley Barton, SN  3 YEARS 
 
AUDIT COMMITTEE   P/C Susan Rothacker, P  1 YEAR 
  P/C Mary Glassco, N    2 YEARS   
   Lt Sheila Busser   3 YEARS 
 
RULES COMMITTEE  P/D/C James Holcepl, SN  1 YEAR 
    R/C Elliott Manke, JN  2 YEARS 

    P/C Bradley Barton, SN  3 YEARS 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE P/Lt/C James Christman, N 
  P/D/C Twila Hauck, SN 
  Lt David Kincaid, AP 
    P/C Susan Rothacker, P 
     
 
RESPECTFULY SUBMITTED 
P/C Susan J Rothacker, P              P/R/C Elliott Manke, SN, IN  P/C Harry Barnes, AP 
 
YOUR NOMINATING COMMITTEE THANKS ALL WHO SAID YES! TO SERVE OUR SQUADRON! 



 

  

Thank you allowing me to represent NCO as your Executive Officer in 2024.  Kay Barnes will be an ex-
cellent Commander and I will assist in any way to make her year as successful as possible.   
 
I am just completing my tour as District Commander and will be free to put my full attention to improve 
North Coast Ohio Sail and Power Squadron. 
 

As District Commander, I would like to at this time note two special presentations that occurred during 
the Spring Conference. 
 

The “Governing Board Emeritus” Award: 
All of our squadrons and USPS as a whole, run on the work of volunteers.  Members can earn 1 Merit 
Mark a year for volunteering their time.  After 25 Merit Marks, the member becomes a Life Member and 
is rewarded with no more dues notices.  After 50 Merit Marks, the member becomes a “Governing Board 
Emeritus” (a life member on the Governing Board). 
It was announced at the District 7 Spring Conference that we have added a fourth “Governing Board 
Emeritus” from District 7, which means a member has earned 50 Merit Marks.  P/C William Ransom, 
SN from the Erie Power Squadron has just become the latest member to reach this status.  Bill 
joins 3 other “Governing Board Emeritus” members in D7:  P/R/C Wayne Spraggins, SN (Berea), 
P/D/C David Bialorucki, SN (Vermilion) and P/R/C Tom Etzwiler, SN (Mansfield). 
The closest member in North Coast Ohio that we are following would be:  P/R/C Elliott Manke, JN who 
will earn his 48

th
 Merit Mark this year.  Congratulations to all, with all our thanks. 

 

The “District Commander Trophy for Excellence”: 
One of the highest honors that a District Commander can give is the “District Commander Trophy for 
Excellence”.  What every District Commander WILL encounter during his tenure is that something very 
unexpected WILL happen.  The way a D/C survives is to fall back and rely on friends and contacts they 
have made over the years.  Before I was even sworn in, I discovered that I was not going to have a D7 
Cruise Committee.  What did I know about cruises since I have never owned a boat and have attended 
very few cruises? 
 

From a chance visit, the problem I had was discussed and out of nowhere, Harry and Kay discussed it 
with the rest of NCO members and decided to take the lead on the District 7 Summer Cruise.  Months 
before I was sworn in, Harry & Kay had dates reserved and contracts signed. 

The D7 Cruise to Geneva-on-the-Lake was a success, and the rest is history. 
 

That is why Lt/C Kay Barnes, S and P/C Harry Barnes, AP was presented the “District Commander 
Trophy for Excellence” this year.  They both stepped up in my time of need.  The trophy will be pre-
sented to Kay & Harry at the NCO COW on April 28

th
. 

 

I will be assisted this year with my aid Roger Busser and together our communication lines will always 
be open if you have any questions or issues.   
 
Please join us in supporting our new commander this year, Kay Barnes. 

     
 
 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
P/D/C James Mason 
jmason1626@cox.net 
 

Asst.EXO 
1/Lt Roger Busser 
roger24865@yahoo.com  



 

  

 

 
 
 

 

Treasurer 
Cdr Harry Barnes, AP 
harryjbarnes@yahoo.com 
 

Asst: 1st/Lt Joe Poplstein, AP 
jpoplstein1@gmail.com 

Annual Treasurer's Report 2022– 2023 
I am pleased to report that as of Mar. 1, 2023 North 
Coast Ohio Sail and Power Squadron (NCOSPS) cur-
rently has a cash balance in our Checking Account of 
$10,443.86; balance in our Education Savings Fund of 
$2,316.75; balance in our Building Fund of $6,609.23; 
and a balance of $3,477.50 in TFS Financial Stocks
($3,129.75 after Broker Fee). That gives us total as-
sets of $22,499.59. 
 

We are current on all our filings with IRS and State of 
Ohio, 501C3 Non Profit Organization status. 
 

NCOSPS Inc has been certified by State of Ohio on 
2/2023 for 5 years and Harry Barnes Appointed as 
Agent. 
 

I meet with Joe Poplstein regularly to reconcile our 
books and provide him with bills from National 
Headquarters. Requests for reimbursement still go 
directly to Joe, but I appreciate an email copy just 
for heads up purposes. Our Audit Committee will re-
view our books after May 31, 2024 Fiscal Y/E.  
 

Thanks to Joe Poplstein for agreeing to join me for 
another year as your Assistant Treasurer. We are go-
ing in to our 8th year as treasurer and assistant.    
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lt/C Harry J. Barnes, AP 
Treasurer 
March 1, 2023 

The Riverbelles enjoying the  
 riverside view of the Cuyahoga,    
 at Merwins Wharf, for their April        
    Election Meeting.   
 

Good friends 
  
Good eats 
 
Good times! 

  $$       $$ 
EVENTS PAYMENTS, FYI 

 
IN CASE YOU ARE WONDERING WHY WE  

COLLECT RESERVATIONS/PAYMENTS, 
IT IS BECAUSE 

IT MAKES FOR LESS CONFUSION AND  
BUSYNESS A THE UPCOMING EVENT.  

CHECKS ARE NOT DEPOSITED  UNTIL AFTER 
THE EVENT. 

 
Thank you for your understanding!! 



 

  

Most Recent Past District Commander 
James E Mason, SN 

And Wife Carol Leigh Mason 

D 7 C 
O  

W 

2 
0 
2 
4 

CONGRATULATIONS  
D/C JOSEPH  H 
JOHNHENRY, JN and  
The NEW D7 Bridge  

2024-2025 

Brigadier  
General 

Peter Collins  
of the Legacy 
Foundation 

sharing details 
about the NEW 

U.S.S. 
Cleveland 

set to launch 
          in 2025 

 



 

  

VSC-Vessel Safety Checks will begin May 11 just prior to Safe Boating Week At CYC be-
ginning around 9 AM. 
 

Other locations will be added as we go along. Kicking off the season, Safe Boating Week 
is May18-25. 
 

There will be ongoing public displays, etc. through the USCG Aux, LESBC, and at many 
Yacht Clubs, Marinas.  Check yours. 
 

Also, special discounts will likely be available at BOAT US, Dick’s, West Marine and other 
equipment and gear outlets.    

Boat Smart, From the Start!" 
Do You Have Enough Life Jackets?   

 

NORTH COAST OHIO SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON  
VSC EXAMINERS  2024-2025 

 

Harry J. Barnes    440-653-1445    Bradley J. Barton  419-733-2530 
James R. Holcepl   440-281-4999    David Kinkaid       216-402-8287     
Elliott L. Manke  216-221-2899    James E. Mason   216-226-8066     
Jon C. Paulus         440-823-8256    Jack Salisbury      216-509-4367     
                                    
                     

The VSC decal is recognized by the US Coast Guard. 

   OK,   this article is not about boats and boating!    
It is all about getting together with friends and having a great time making music and song!     

As some of you know, we have people in our club that are musicians.   I know some that play guitar, 
drums, banjo, the bass, and ukuleles!   I would love to see those interested in getting together and 
jam, once in a while.  For those of you who are not musicians or have not touched anything musical 
since piano lessons when you were a kid, I have another idea for you to consider. Did you also know 
that the Ukulele is having a revival with clubs across the world  with members as young as elemen-
tary school students to retirees!   In the Cleveland/Akron area there are quite a few people interested 
in learning and playing a fun instrument….the ukulele!  Yes, most of us think of the ukelele playing as 
“Hawaii” music.  However, playing it is full of relatable songs from The Great American Songbook, to 
the Beatles, the Eagles, Neil Diamond,  and even Taylor Swift, Tracy Chapman and many more! 
 
I am a guitar and banjo player and recently discovered the joys of belonging to these Uke clubs.  
NEOHIO Ukulele group has almost 400 members, Akron has 2 active groups, and there are others 
on the east and west side of Cleveland, including 2 groups at Rocky River Senior Center of 50!  We 
could have our own club!   Ukuleles are easy to learn and inexpensive to buy.   I am surprised how 
quickly the folks in the Rocky River clubs, who never played before,  have learned.   Members help 
members learn, you play the chords you know, you sing and have fun. If you are interested, give me 
a call/text.   I can guide you to the right instrument to buy and I can help you learn.   I even have a 
nice big sun porch where we can gather to strum along as the North Coast Ohio Ukulele club!  
 
Jim Holcepl  440-281-4999 



 

  

*******Attention Vessel Examiners: New Mandatory Workshop******* 
There is a new 2024 Vessel Safety Check Workshop that was created by the U.S. Coast Guard. All 
vessel examiners are REQUIRED to complete it no later than June 30, 2024. If not completed by that 
date, vessel examiners will be de-certified until they complete the workshop. Links to obtain the con-
tent are located at the top of the Vessel Safety Check Updates webpage. The content is available in 
PDF and PowerPoint formats. NOTE: The PDF will open in your browser, but the PowerPoint version 
will be downloaded to your computer. Vessel examiners also need to complete Appendix A, which is 
included. The time needed to complete the workshop should be less than 30 minutes. Once you have 
finished, click here to record that you have done it. –Jeff McKinney 

Electric Shock Drowning (ESD) is a little-known and often-unidentified kill-
er, severely injuring and killing people every year. It occurs when faulty wir-
ing sends electric current into water, which passes through the body and 
causes muscle paralysis that can result in drowning. To help boaters under-
stand this danger, America’s Boating Channel offers the video “Electric 
Shock Drowning (ESD).” Viewers will learn about ESD prevention and the 
differences between ESD dangers in saltwater and freshwater. 

Invite your friends and neighbors to watch, like and subscribe to America’s 

Boating Channel on YouTube as a fun and educational introduction to what 
our organization has to offer. This video and more also are available via the 
America's Boating Channel free on-demand app on Apple TV, Roku or 

FireTV.  

H 
ave you ever thought about paddling in a kayak?  Maybe you’ve already tried it and would like to have 
another fun outing. How about learning a bit more of paddling?  Then Paddle Smart on-the-water kayak 
training is for you! 

Paddling is an opportunity to get close to nature, have fun and get quality exercise. That’s why it’s the fastest 
growing part of recreational boating today. Akron Sail and Power Squadron Kayak Seminar is intended for those 
about to join the sport or those considering purchasing paddling equipment. This seminar is open to USPS mem-
bers as well as the public.  
 

Paddle Smart is a 3-hour seminar with 1 hour in the classroom and 2 hours on the water. It will explain: 
• How to safely and skillfully operate a kayak 

• How to navigate safely on the water 
• Different types of paddle craft 
• Safety equipment you should have on board 

 

In addition, we’ll introduce you to the terminology, safe 
practices, as well as day-tripping and touring options. After 
a one-hour review of equipment, techniques and safety 
considerations, you’ll get out on the water in a kayak and 
practice what you’ve learned! 
 

You may get wet, so bring a towel, a change of dry clothes, 
sunscreen, a hat or visor and a bottle of water. Closed-toe 
water shoes (or tennis shoes) are recommended. ASPS 
kayaks will be used for this seminar, but those who have 
their own equipment may bring their own. 
 

The seminar fee is $45.00 and includes handout materials. 
Members of ASPS get a $10 discount. There is a limit of 
10 kayakers to each class. Please sign up early to reserve 
a spot! 
 

The Paddle Smart seminar will be offered evenings on the following Wednesdays, from 6:00 – 9:00 PM: 
June 19   June 26   July 17   July 24 
Location: Craftsmen Park, Portage Lakes at 4450 Rex Lake Rd, Akron Ohio.   
 

We hope you’re able to join us for some education, camaraderie and, fun on the water!  Click HERE to sign up!  
 
Contact Akron PS * Cdr Linda Leque-lyndaleque@sssnet.com     or P/C Margo Holmes margoholmes@att.net 

https://americasboatingclub.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=29d4dee096&e=8c26de9cd2
https://americasboatingclub.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=f0ec871058&e=8c26de9cd2
mailto:jmckinney2606@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BKmjWk5YZdU?si=l0I1RsJtAtT1PMLi
https://youtu.be/BKmjWk5YZdU?si=l0I1RsJtAtT1PMLi
https://www.youtube.com/@AmericasBoatingChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@AmericasBoatingChannel
https://akronpowersquadron.com/event/paddle-smart-kayak/


 

  

 I want to thank you all for electing me as your adminis-
trative officer. I have been a member of NCOSPS,  
formerly Rocky River power squadron, for over 30 years. 
I have worked my way up to commander in previous 
years. I am happy to be working with two great people, 
Susan Rothacker and Anita Barton.  
 

Anita Barton, yes, she is the wife of our most recent 
past commander.  She was born and raised in St 
Mary’s, Ohio and moved to Cleveland about 5 years 
ago. She and Brad were active members of the Lima 
power squadron.  Anita served as Lima’s Administrative 
Officer several times, so she definitely knows what 
needs to be done. Brad and Anita are avid sailors. They 
will be bringing their boat, The Cork, to Cleveland this 
summer. Anita’s passion are horses and dogs, and yes, 
boating. Welcome her when you see her at one of our 
events.  
 

Susan has been a member of our squadron for many 
years also. As past Commander, has done most jobs 
within the squadron, including Admin. 
 

It’s great to have experience going into the next year. 
 

At a recent meeting to brainstorm, we discussed many 
possibilities for events, dinners, experiences.  We would 
like input from our members as to the things they like, 
don’t like and maybe, might do.  So look for a short sur-
vey in your email, and PLEASE respond.  We have 
some exciting and different places to see and do.  
 

As my committee begins to put together our calendar, 
we plan on sending out emails to keep you informed. 
So, please plan on joining us and respond to the invites.  
Looking forward to seeing everyone. 
 

Mary Glassco 
 

 
Our latest and greatest NEW members 

Cathy and Bob Szweda 
626 Cahoon Ledges Dr   
Bay Village OH  44140 
rszweda21@gmail.com 

 

WELCOME!! 

   FRIDAY               
     NIGHT  

     DINNER 
    

     MAHLES  
WESTLAKE 

Commander Brad Barton  
swearing in our newest members at the 
March Annual Election Meeting 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Administrative Department 
P/C Mary Glassco, N 

glassco3727@att.net 
 

Asst. P/C Susan Rothacker, P 
sjrothacker@aol.com 
 

Asst P/Lt/C Anita Barton, P 
anitabarton1961@gmail.com 



 

  

 $ 21.95     $ 25.95  

   $ 7.95  



 

  

 

 

 WHITE   TRUE ROYAL   OXFORD HTHR  
 STERLING GREY  

 AZURE BLUE   VINE GREEN  
 APPLERED   BLUE HTHR  

 NAVY   BLACK  

 PINK  
 NAVY   RED  WHEAT  

 WHITE   KHAKI  



 

  

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING  
MAY 15, 2024 

North Coast Ohio Sail & Power Squadron burgees are available. 
Contact P/C Harry Barnes, AP   440-653-1445 or   harryjbarnes@yahoo.com 



 

  

 
 

 
 
 

Educational Department 
 

P/D/C James Holcepl, SN 
Holcepl.jim1@gmail.com  
440-281-4999 
 

Asst P/Lt/C James Christman, N 
jimjwc@hotmail.com     440-537-4800 
 

BOATING NEWS FLASH!!!! 
 
ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS….NEW AND OLD!    
WE ARE OFFERING A KEY COURSE TO IMPROVE 
YOUR BOATING EDUCATION.       
 

BOAT HANDLING  beginning on Monday May 
13

th
 for 6 weeks (no class Memorial Day) at the 

Don Umerley Civic Center in Rocky River. 
 

This is a foundation course to prepare students 
for advanced courses such as Marine Navigation!    
 

Topics include: 
• Rules of the Road:  
 a practical approach 
• Confidence in Docking and Undocking:  
 slow speed maneuvering 
• Boating with Confidence:  
 handling your boat underway 
• Anchoring with Assurance:  
 don’t get carried away 
• Emergencies on Board:  
 preparation to handle common problems 
• Knots and Line Handling:  
       the knots you need to know. 
 

Members price:  $80 with book, couples sharing 
book $100 
 

To register contact   JIM CHRISTMAN    

440 537 4800   jimjwc@hotmail.com 

ABC CLASS WINTER 2024   

SEE THE FLYER ON PAGE 20.  
PLEASE DISTRIBUTE AT YOUR 
BOAT CLUB, MARINA, OR FAV 

RESTAURANT! thx 



 

  

 

Hello from your new Education Officer! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is an honor to be once again a part of the North Coast Ohio Sail and Power Squadron’s bridge.  I have 
enjoyed being Commander of both our club and as District 7 Commander and now look forward to help-
ing our club fulfill one of our most important missions: educating our members and the boating public!   
First, I want to thank our outgoing SEO Jim Christman, N for his dedication and the fantastic job he has 
done and even more, for his willingness to stay on as my much-needed Assistant SEO. 
 

North Coast Ohio Sail and Power Squadron has seen not only an increase In students taking our basic 
boating classes but also the Boat Handling class.    Many of those taking these classes have seen the 
value of our educational programs and have joined our club which has led to an overall increase in our 
membership. 
 

We have an obligation to our members both new and those that have been members for years, to con-
tinue to offer the quality courses which the United States Power Squadron is highly regarded for doing.     
The education department has heard from the membership that many would like to enroll in the Boat 
Handling course, and the Marine Navigation (Piloting) course to continue their boating education and 
experience.   Then, after completing that course go on to Advanced Marine Navigation and explore the 
world of our elective courses such as:   Cruising Under Power and Sail, Engine Maintenance, Marine 
Electrical Systems, Marine Communications Systems, Electronic Navigation, Radar for Boaters, Sail and 
Weather. 
 

As your SEO I want to be able to provide these course opportunities to you. 
 

Our national  education department has evolved and is more focused today on offering these courses in 
a variety of ways to meet the needs of our members.    While I am a huge fan of classroom learning due 
to the increased interplay between students and instructors, there are times when the best way to meet 
the demands of our students is to offer online courses.   These courses can be completed individually at 
the student’s own pace and convenience and after testing out become part of the successful educational 
path to being a better boater. 
 

I also will work with other nearby Squadrons/clubs to inform potential students about classes being of-
fered when our club does not have them on the schedule. 
 

All of the above being said, here is where you come into the educational process.   I need your  help.    
The education department currently has a limited number of instructors.  So, I am asking our more expe-
rienced boating members to consider sharing their knowledge and becoming an instructor.     
Pick an area that you have some interest in and/or background in and give me a call.    I can provide you 
with the materials so that you will be successful in sharing your knowledge.    I have found that teaching 
is not only a rewarding accomplishment but it also makes the instructor a better boater.  We could al-
ways use a person to oversee the elective courses or become an additional assistant SEO. 
 

As far as members interested in any of our classes….you need to let me know your interest! 
While the elective courses can be taken in any order, we highly recommend that you enroll in the key 
courses in a sequential manner:   ABC, Boat Handling, Marine Navigation, Advanced Marine Navigation, 
Offshore Navigation, Celestial Navigation.   This allows you to use the previous course work as a foun-
dation to better understand the new material.  
 

Also, one of the ways we can keep the cost of our courses down is to locate classroom space that is 
free.    Using most public facilities today come with a rental fee.   If you have space in your  home or 
your company that our club could use for a class, please let me know. 
 

The plans are in the works to offer the Boat Handling class very soon and also the Marine Navigation 
class.   Are you interested?     Let me know ASAP!    I look forward to hearing from you! 
 
P/D/C Jim Holcepl  SN 



 

  

SUNSHINE , GOOD WISHES  
 and CONDOLENCES  

  

A welcoming sunrise,  
calm seas and restful sunsets… 
 
 
 

Our dear friend Twila Hauck has been dealing with some big time health issues.  
Currently in rehab, and in fairly good disposition, considering, I am sure she would appre-
ciate any well wishes and prayers for fast and full recovery. 

 

We lost another great and youthful, at the time, P/C/C  Ernest (Ernie) Marshburn, SN, 
D/27. As past Chief, Ernie was a great guy and friend to RRPS, NCOSPS, and many of 
our members. Ernie was my C/C when I was Stf/C of the Safety Committee and then be-
came R/C of the newly  entitled Recreational Boating Safety Committee,  Ernie 
brought  back order and purpose for USPS. My condolences to wife Di-
anne.    
Calm seas and fair winds.   Elliot Manke 
For those wishing to send condolences to Dianne and her family, the mailing address is:  
302 Regents Circle  Greenville, NC 27858 

 

As you read this, current SEO Jim Holcepl will be soon becoming bionic as so many of 
our seasoned members have.  Jim will have a shiny new hip replacement in early May. 
Not soon enough, according to Jim. Wishing Jim a successful procedure and speedy re-
covery.  
 

And good vibes and well wishes for Elliott Manke, having some mobility issues.   
We miss you Elliott!  

Be well friends! 
 

 
Please notify the Commander, Secretary or Sunshine chair, Lt Corey Nieding 440-668-0765   
 coreynieding@gmail.com  with notices of needed sunshine for illness, surgeries, accidents etc., 

       CELEBRATE!      
   
  MAY     JUNE 
6 Aldo D’Acunzo  5 Jane Kusnir  
8  Tom Corrigan  5 Paul Stowe 
9  Karen Walsh  6 Kevin Keen 
22  Jerry Nagy  15 Julie Holcepl 
 
 

 



 

  

 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Secretary’s Department 
P/C Brad Barton, SN-IN 
Bradley.barton1961@gmail.com 
419-733-2530 
 

Asst. P/C Dorothy Walls, AP 
dot4walls@gmail.com 
216-289-9166 

Cuyahoga River Safety Task Force:  Meeting 8 Feb 
2024 notes 
 

The United States Coast Guard is normally staffed 
at about 40,000.  It is down about 10% right now.  
As a result, their smaller stations in Lorain and 
Ashtabula will not be staffed this year.  All search 
and rescue missions (SAR) will be out of Cleveland 
for this end of Lake Erie. 
 

USCG spoke of “preventable SAR,” due to weather 
conditions, lack of boat preparation and basic safe-
ty practices.  The message is the Coast Guard will 
have a reduced presence this year, so they ask or-
ganizations such as USPS to help with safety 
awareness among the boating public. 
 

They recommend filing a float plan with the USCG 
app when one ventures out.  The details contained 
in such, i.e. latitude and longitude can be of high 
value should a search and rescue be necessary.   
 

They also urge folks to put ownership information 
on small craft, such as kayaks, canoes and din-
ghies.  A recent experience of finding a free-floating 
kayak was resolved because they were able to call 
the owner to find him safe at home.  Also, they will 
not be able to respond quickly to assistance re-
quests, non-urgent SAR, such as out of fuel situa-
tions, or motor failure, and advise boaters to obtain 
towing insurance. 
 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers addressed the meet-
ing as well, noting they have ongoing work dredging 
the Cuyahoga River.  
 
 

The Port of Cleveland is redoing the Safety Zone 
signs for better visibility. These notify boaters to not 
tie up in what looks like a good spot, because when 
a freighter comes through it is not a good spot. 
 
 

The Davis Aerospace and Maritime High School 
is a public high school in downtown Cleveland, 
founded in 2017.  It was named after General 
Benjamin Davis, a 1929 graduate of Central High 
School, who was one of the first black cadets at 
West Point and a founder of the Tuskegee Air-
men.  The school is going strong and getting stu-
dents on the water in preparation for a maritime 
career.  

Our children and grandchildren might consider 
this option. (If I knew then what I know now…) 
 
Finally, Lt. Stevens of the USCG advised boaters 
of restrictions on the Cuyahoga River as the 
Irishtown bend bank stabilization work goes on. 
There will be times when the barges tied to the 
bank at 40’ plus the 50’ stay away zone will nar-
row the passable width of the river significantly.   

For 2024 and 2025 do not be surprised if going 
through that section of the river turns out not to 
be a good idea. 

REMINDER!!  
 

2024 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEW-
ALS Come Due This May For Many Us.   

 

Others  Are On Anniversary Billing.  
(Date you joined)  
You should have received a notice, or will 
soon, via snail mail or email. You may re-
new online or by mail. 
 

DON’T WAIT!   Summer will be getting 
busy and you know what happens…. 
 

Thank you for continuing to support NCO 
and all of USPS-America’s Boating Club! 
 

Not only do we want to see your face at 
events and meetings, etc., we need to 
know what you need from your organiza-
tion.  How can your Bridge and leadership 
help you in your quest to become the 
BEST, SAFEST SMARTEST skipper on 
the high seas, or Lake Erie, anyway.      
 
Hope to see you soon! 



 

  

HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY! 

 
APR 

2 
Jo Beckwith 

6 
Theresa Thompson 

 
MAY 

9 
Karen Walsh 

 
JUN 
20 

Trish Gruber 

RIVERBELLES EVENT CALENDAR 
2024-2025 

 
May 1    Carol Mason Change of Watch  Jun 5  Mary Glassco   

Jul Mid  Carol Mason Ex. Comm Meeting Aug Mid Anita Barton  

Sept 4  Carol Mason Luau at her Home Oct 2  Pat Dever 

Nov 6  Karen Walsh    Dec 4  TBA  Christmas Party 

Jan  None     Feb  Carol Mason Ex. Comm Meeting 

Mar 5  Susan Rothacker    Apr 2  Trice Gruber Election 

May   TBA  Change of Watch  and Celebrating our 50th Anniversary 

Further info regarding each will be announced via email.  If you are not a Riverbelle and are a member of a USPS Squadron 
and would like to be on our Event email, please contact Carol Mason., President 

NEXT EVENT:         CHANGE OF WATCH 
 

          Wed, May 1, 2024 
 

11:30    Charcuterie & Wine/Tea/Coffee 
Lunch  Catered by Italian Creations 
  Pasta, Chicken, Salad      
  Cake 
Location Carol Mason’s home 
  1626 Lakeland, Lakewood 44107 
RSVP  by April 28th to Carol Mason beauty2u@cox.net 
  Check payable to Riverbelles 
  $20 Members, $25 non-Members 
 

 
 
 
 

Officers & Chairs        
2024 — 2025 

 
 

Carol Mason, President  
(Currents & Fundraising) 

216-905-6547  
beauty2u@cox.net 

 
Susan Rothacker, Vice President 

(Membership & Roster) 
440-315-1206  

sjrothacker@aol.com 
 

Ann Sartin, Treasurer 
440-213-6542  

annsartin@sbcglobal.net 
 

Karen Walsh, Secretary  
(Historian) 

440-502-7722 
f32406@icloud.com 

 
Gail Ahlers, Sunshine 

216-401-2299 
lgahlers@aol.com 

 
Kay Barnes & Susan Rothacker 

Photographers 
 

Pat Dever, Theatre 
440-221-0854 

pdever2027@yahoo.com 
 

Twila Hauck 
Riverbelles Group Facebook Page 

 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Pres, VP, Treasurer, Secretary and 

Gail Ahlers, P. Pres 
Anita Barton, Mary Glassco 

 



 

  



 

  

 



 

  

DATE   EVENT / LOCATION 

 

8 May  NCO Membership Mtg 
  

11 May  New members and season   
   launch picnic-Bay Village 
   Cdr Kay/Harry Barnes Host 
  

1 May  Riverbelles Change of Watch 
   Carol Mason’s chateau 11:30 
 

11 May   Vessel Safety Checks  VSC 
   CYC- 9AM 
 

27 May  Memorial Day Service 0900 
   USS COD(AM Burke airport) 
   

Jun   Riverbelles Meeting 
 

Jul/Aug  Riverbelles Summer Event 
 

Jul/Aug  No NCO Exec/member mtgs 
 

19-21 July  D/7 Rendezvous 
   Huron Boat Basin 
FALL 2024   
TBA   U.S.S. Cleveland Launch  
 

4 Sept  Riverbelles luau cookout 
 

11Sept  NCO Membership Mtg 
 

Sept/Oct  Fall Fundraising event –TBA 
 

2 Oct   Riverbelles Mtg 
 

9 Oct   NCO membership Mtg 
 

24 Oct   D7 Fall Conference 
   The Venue, Tallmadge 
 

6 Nov  Riverbelles Mtg 
  

13 Nov  NCO Membership Mtg 
 

Dec TBA  NCO Holidays celebration 
 

4 Dec  Riverbelles Christmas 
 

11 Dec  NCO Membership Mtg 

WHO YA GONNA CALL?? 
 
Events:    
Administrative Officer 
P/C Mary Glassco, N 
440-503-1915    
glassco3727@att.net 
 
Asst Admin 1 
P/C Susan Rothacker, P 
440-315-1206 
sjrothacker@aol.com 
 
Asst Admin 2 
P/Lt/C Anita Barton, P 
419-743-5486 
Anitabarton1961@gmail.com 
 
 

Classes:    
Squadron Education Officer  
P/D/C James Holcepl, SN 
440-281-4999 
Holcepl.jim1@gmail.com 
 
 

Asst SEO 
P/Lt/C Jim Christman, N     
440-537-4800       
jimjwc@hotmail.com 
 
Vessel Safety Exam-VSC 
Boat Show West 
P/D/C Jim Mason, SN 
216-905-7234 
jmason1626@cox.net 

Commander Kay Barnes, S 
216-780-8872     
kaymmarcdh@yahoo.com  

NORTH COAST OHIO SAIL and POWER SQUADRON 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS for 2024-2025 


