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AN OLD FASHIONED SPAGHETTI DINNER  
 

Saturday 20 September  
 5:30 PM 

 

 12520 Edgewater Drive Lakewood  
               Penthouse Party Room 

 

                         Homemade Style Catered  
                       Pasta W/Meat Sauce* Salad* Bread*  
               Dessert* Tea* Coffee* Water* Soft Drinks* BYOB 
      $22.00 pp 

 

Contact Susan Rothacker 440-315-1206/sjrothacker@aol.com 
Mail Ck payable to NCOSPS to: Susan Rothacker  

33883 Maple Ridge Blvd Avon OH 44011 

 WILLKOMMEN! OKTOBERFEST! 
 Friday October 3 

 5:30 PM 
 

 The Hofbrauhaus 
  1550 Chester Avenue 
   Downtown Cleveland 
   Individual checks  

 

   Reservations 

        Contact Susan Rothacker by Sept 26 
440-315-1206 / sjrothacker@aol.com 

MORE INFO/Details in Maryôs Article on page 6 
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I envy the boaters this year.  This summer was a 
record contender for the hottest summer on record.  
Being on the lake, it had to help cool things down 
just a little.  
A lot of items to get to, so letôs get started. 
 

Co-Op Charting:I could use some help in this area.   
Presently, I run the program.  I have all of the local 
Geodetic Markers located from Bratenahl to Avon 
and south to the county line and  a few other local 
cluster locations. 
 

I am thinking of the Commanderôs Trophy.   
Points accumulated for the Trophy are based on:  
Membership, ABC Classes, Advanced Educational 
Classes, VSCs and Coop Charting. 
 

*We are mostly holding our own in Membership and   
 Classes. 
*We will exceed expectations with Vessel Safety 
 Checks this year. 
*If we could exceed expectations with Coop  
  Charting, we will have a chance to win this year. 
 

This is where I can use your help. If we can get more 
member participation in the program, we can earn 
more points. This program is not time consuming.  
You do not have to drive far; there is always a Geo-
detic Marker near you. 
 

The initial find is the fun part.  Once located, future 
checks are a breeze. 
 

I will help with the initial findings, with the hope that 
you will be able to check them in the future on your 
own.  Basically, I am trying to create a small army of 
members to check the Geodetic Markers in their ar-
ea on their spare time. 
 

If you are interested:  Please contact me and we can 
get started. 
 

Vessel Safety Checks: 
Check out how well we are doing in the Executive 
Departmentôs article.  Heard we had more Examin-
ers than last year, and we are doing more Vessel 
Examinations than last year. 
Nice work by our Executive Officer: Lt/C Roger 
Busser, P and his team. 



 

  

     
 
 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
Lt/C Roger Busser, P 
Roger24865@yahoo.com  
 
 

Asst. ExO 
1/Lt Sheila Busser, P 
Shiela.busser@gmail.com 

Special Events: 
I was not able to attend the Put-N-Bay Rendez-
vous, but I heard it was very successful.   
Check Lt/C Roger Busserôs article for the details.  
He was able to attend. 
 

The D7 Huron Cruise was a great success.  We 
had great weather, a delicious dinner and 50 + in 
attendance.  The Huron Basin is a beautiful area 
and my wife, and I look forward to the rendezvous 
every year. 
 

I will not be able to attend the Lake Milton Ren-
dezvous on Aug 10

th
.  Looking forward to every-

oneôs comments on this one. Lake Milton is an in-
land lake (1/2 hr west of Youngstown), and the 
Rendezvous will largely be attended by small 
boats that can be trailered.   
 

The USPS Annual Governing Board Meeting will 
be held in Grand Rapids, MI on Sept 1-7, 2025.  
This is a new location for the Governing Board, 
and it is less than 5 hours away from Cleveland.  
Holland Michigan is just 30 minutes away from 
Grand Rapids and my wife are looking forward to 
seeing that fun little town.  
 

District 7 will have their fall conference on Satur-
day November 8, 2025.  It is being planned as a 
one-day event on Saturday.  But it will also be held 
in the middle of Amish Country at the òInn at Amish 
Doorò in the village of Wilmot, Ohio.  Fascinating 
location.  Carol & I have made our reservations at 
the ñInn at Amish Doorò for one night.  Plan to get 
there early on Friday and explore the area.  Look-
ing forward to seeing everyone there. 
Information on these and more is on the D7 web-
site: http://d7usps.org.   
 

Check the Educational Department article for the 
educational classes that are being planned.  Our 
new SEO Dave Bennhoff has been very busy and 
already has two classes planned.  
The August 2

nd
 class was re-scheduled for some 

time in September due to lack of students.   
ABC Class, will probably still be held at West Ma-
rine. 
 

Also, an Advanced Marine Navigation Class start-
ing Sept. 11

th
.  It will be at the Lakewood Library 

on Detroit Road.  More details on both these clas-
ses can be found in Daveôs article. 
 

Still a couple more months in the boating season.  
Hope everyone will make the best of it. 
 
See you soon. 

Commander Jim. 

Here a few things I thought you might like to hear 
about. 
 

Sheila and I have gone on a number of cruises, in-
cluding the D7 Put-in-Bay Cruise, a 4

th
 of July over-

night in Vermillion. We also drove from our home 
port dock at Holiday Harbor in Huron to the Boat 
Basin for the GCBA rendezvous in June and the D7 
rendezvous in July.  During both our PIB and Ver-
million cruise we experienced some mechanical 
issues.  I now have 2 new impellers and a new hot 
water tank.  Looks like we are replacing our boat, 
one part at a time.    
 

Luckly, neither problem caused us any delays and 
the mechanics at Holiday Harbor were terrific. 
 

I have now completed my first 6 Vessel Safety 
Checks.  All passed.  I did 1 during the PIB cruise 
and 4 during the Cleveland Boaters Association 
(GCBA) rendezvous in Huron.  Here are the current 
VSC examiner stats as reported from USPSô Head-
quarters: 



 

  ñBoat Smart, From the Start!" 
Do You Have Enough Life Jackets?   

 

NORTH COAST OHIO SAIL 
 AND POWER SQUADRON  
VSC EXAMINERS  2024-2025 

 
 
Harry J. Barnes      440-653-1445     
Bradley J. Barton   419-733-2530 
James R. Holcepl   440-281-4999    
 David Kinkaid        216-402-8287     
Elliott L. Manke      216-221-2899    
James E. Mason     216-905-7234     
Jon C. Paulus         440-823-8256     
Jack Salisbury       216-509-4367     
Marla Shaghaghi    330-591-8876 
Michael Walsh        440-360-9218 
                                                        

The VSC decal is recognized by the  

US Coast Guard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Educational Department 
 

Lt/C Dave Bennhoff, SN 
dbennhoff@gmail.com 
440-333-5529 
 

Asst P/Lt/C James Christman, N 
jimjwc@hotmail.com      
440-537-4800 
 

We disappointedly canceled the ABC August course be-
cause no one registered! Perhaps summer Saturdays are 
too busy. The course will be offered again in late winter 
and early spring after the Boat Show, when attendance 
should be more likely.  
(The Boat Show location may change ! ) 
 

For those who want First Aid/Hemorrhage Control, 
and or CPR/AED instruction,  
 

University Hospitalôs EMS certified teams offer both for free 
at various locations and dates. You MUST REGISTER 
ahead of time for each by contacting them at   
https://uhems.org/event-search.  
Scroll down to the ñView Courses/Registerò button, then 
down to ñAmerican Heart Assn. Community Trainingò.   
Choose "Heart Saver CPR/AEDò or ñFirst Aid/Stop the 
Bleedò, and your date and location.  
I have done both and they are excellent! 
 
Meanwhile...Cdr. Mason, SN, and his Asst. Marla 
Shaghaghi, P,  will teach Advanced Navigation (Formerly 
Advanced Piloting) beginning Thursday evening Sept 11 at 
Lakewood Public Library for 14 weeks. Topics include 
Running Fixes, Tidal Predictions for Keel depth and Bridge 
height, and Course Adjustments for Wind and Current. 
These are fundamental and fascinating concepts for cruis-
ers. 
 
Contact Cdr. Mason at <jmason1626@cox.net> or myself, 
SEO Dave Bennhoff at <dbennhoff@gmail.com> 
   
SEO Dave Bennhoff 

mailto:jmason1626@cox.net
mailto:dbennhoff@gmail.com


 

  

 

Advanced Marine Navigation class 
 
Dates/Room reservations have been confirmed for the upcoming fall Advanced Marine Navigation 
course at the Main Library in Lakewood on Detroit Ave. Mark your calendar for these Thursdays. 
 

Class will run 14 weeks beginning September 11 through December 18.   
 
Contact Cdr Jim Mason, SN to enroll or more info.  216-905-7234 or jmason1626@cox.net. 
  

DATE HOMEWORK  
DUE 

Sept 11 Chapter  1 - Charting     
18 

Sept 18
th

 Chapter  2                      
63 

Sept 25
th

 Chapter  3 - Charting     
28 

Oct 2
nd

 Chapter  3 ï Part 1 

Oct 9
th

 Chapter  4 ï Part 2         

44 

Oct 16
th

 Chapter  5 - Plotting        

24 

Oct 23
rd

 Chapter  5 ï Part 3 

Oct 30
th

 Chapter  6 

Nov 6
th

 Chapter  7 ï Tide Form  
37 

Nov 13
th

 Chapter  7 ï Part 4 

Nov 20
th

 Chapter  8                      
34 

Nov 27
th

 No Class 

Dec 4
th

 Chapter 8 

Dec 11
th

 Chapter 9 ï Part 5          
59 

Dec 18
th

 Work on Test 

CLASSROOM  INSTRUCTION 

AP, Considerations & Chart plotting 

Electronic Navigation Tools 

Fixes 

Fixes 

Avoidance Techniques 

Avoidance Techniques 

Positioning Techniques 

Review 1
st
 5 Chapters 

Order Take Home Tests 

Intro, Working with Tides 

Working with Tides 

Intro, Working with Wind and Current 

Thanksgiving Week 

Working with Wind and Current 

Plotting with Set & Drift 
Start Take Home Test 



 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Administrative Department 
P/C Mary Glassco, N 

glassco3727@att.net 
 
 

Asst. P/C Susan Rothacker, P 
sjrothacker@aol.com 
 

Asst P/Lt/C Anita Barton, P 
anitabarton1961@gmail.com 

Join friends and neighbors for an evening of delicious pasta, lively conversation, and warm 
community spirit. Whether youôre a longtime supporter or new to the NCOSPS family, all are 
welcome to enjoy homemade sauces, fresh bread, and dessert. Come hungry and leave with 
great memories! 
 
NCOSPS Spaghetti Dinner 
Saturday September 20, 2025 
6 p.m. ï 9 p.m. 
 

12520 Edgewater Drive
Penthouse 
Lakewood, OH   
 

$22.00 
Coffee, Tea, Water, Coke, Pepsi (regular and diet), and 7UP are available.  
Attendees may bring their own beverages, cups and ice provided. 
 

Follow the directions on the sign to the penthouse, take the elevator to PH,  
and head toward the noise after exiting. 
 

RSVP by September 13 to P/C Susan Rothacker 440-315-1206 / sjrothacker@aol.com.   
 
Next up event is Oktoberfest!  Join NCOSPS at the Hofbrau Haus,  Friday 3 October @ 5:30 
P.M. 
Always a good time with music, great food, and fun with friends we havenôt met yet! 
 

Both of these events are on the cover for more info.  
 RSVP by Sept  26. to Susan Rothacker 

 
Although I was unable to attend the Put-N-Bay Rendezvous, I received positive feedback from 
those who participated.  I was present at the Huron Rendezvous, which saw an impressive 
turnout. Attendees enjoyed a variety of foods, including hamburgers and hot dogs prepared by 
our D/7 Commander, Harry Barnes. Saturdayôs dinner, catered by Blue Ribbon, was exception-
ally well-received. As of this publication, the Lake Milton Rendezvous and cruise-ins are behind 
us. Lake Milton was a very nice time, VERY HOT but enjoyed by all who attended.  I look for-
ward to seeing you at future events. 
 
P/C Mary Glassco and her little band of helpers Susan and Anita and Gail   



 

  

SUNSHINE , GOOD WISHES  
 and CONDOLENCES  

  

A welcoming sunrise, calm seas  
and restful sunsetsé 
 
Our prayers and condolences go out to the following members and their families: 
 

Dusty DôAcunzo on the loss of Husband and NCO member Aldo DôAcunzo. Aldo was 
a live wire and always fun to be around.  Aldo passed suddenly and he will be missed by 
all of his friends and all who have had the pleasure of knowing him.  The family had a 
private service and are planning a celebration of life soon.   
  

Condolences to Jim and Carol Mason on the recent loss of Carolôs Brother, After a re-
cent illness.  
 

NCOSPS has lost a great friend, and past Commander of our squadron. P/C Sue Lowe, 
SN passed away earlier this year in Arizona, her and Richardôs choice of residence for 
their retirement.  Sue would return summers to visit for the cooler months of June-Sept. 
Sue was also a Past President of the Riverbelles.  Carol Mason has shared some inter-
esting things about Sue and her life.  Our Friday Night Dinners and Lunches for Launch-
es were her pet projects.  The Lunches were provided at Marinas were the VSCôs were 
performed.  It did well for several years for the Riverbelles.  As you know, we still have 
the Friday dinners.  Remember Sue at our next dinner.  

 
 

Be well friends! 
 

Please notify the Commander, Secretary or Sunshine chair, Lt Corey Nieding 440-668-0765   
coreynieding@gmail.com  with notices of needed sunshine for illness, surgeries, accidents etc.,  
or GOOD news and announcements to be included in The Currents. 

THEY SAY ITôS YOUR BIRTHDAY!!      
     

SEPTEMBER 
 

01 Fran Foster 
07 Larry Peltz      
14 Robert Decoske     
20  Aldo Gliozzi  
22  Mike Zavasnik   
23  Jim Holcepl 
25  Nadine Flagg 
27 Jackie Klee 
30 Don Zimmer 

CELEBRATE! 
 

OCTOBER 
 

04   Janet Lowder-Kinkaid 
08 Jon Paulus 
10  Joseph Knab 
11  Susan Rothacker 

COMING SOON!! 
 
 

September 20-Saturday            Spaghetti Dinner @ The Penthouse at Marine Towers, Lakewood 
 

October 3-Friday      Oktoberfest!  Hofbrau Haus Downtown CLE 
 

December 124ï Sunday     Christmas Holiday Celebration-Rosewood Grill Crocker Rd Westlake  



 

  

MEETING NOTICE!! 
 

NORTH COAST OHIO  
SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON  
Executive/Membership meetings  

 

Next meetings    SEPTEMBER 10      OCTOBER 8 
occur the 2nd Wednesday monthly, (September thru May) 

 

6:00 PM  Dinner (optional)  7 :00  PM Meeting 
ARRABIATTA Restaurant    600 Dover Center Rd Bay Village, OH  44140 

  
Be in the know about all things squadron! Be the difference you would like to see! 

 

See ya there... 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Secretaryôs Department 
P/C Brad Barton, SN-IN 
Bradley.barton1961@gmail.com 
419-733-2530 
 

Asst. P/C Dorothy Walls, AP 
dot4walls@gmail.com 
216-289-9166 

Safety First: 
 

This just happened last night, and it makes me think of the Squadron and all that we do. After a bit more 
than a year at our new club up here in Cleveland, I got asked to crew on a race boat.  Well, it didn't come 
out of the blue, pert near everyone I talked to knew I was looking for a ride. This is maybe week five or six 
with me on the boat.  
 

Last night at 6:35 the horn blew and we were off to a good start.  Nice wind from the NE and we were 
tacking upwind toward the first mark.  As we got out into the lake it builded, and with the fetch the entire 
length of the lake from Buffalo the waves were big.  So with us on port tack, another bigger boat was 
crossing in front of us on starboard tack, which gives them the right of way. (They were not in our 
fleet.  We were in the lead for our group.)  The port tack boat will generally duck behind the other boat, but 
nobody wants to lose any more speed or distance than absolutely necessary, so it's usually close quarters 
sailing. Unless, of course, something goes wrong, where you think they're going to get by you and they 
don't. I have been on small sailboats that got their outboard wacked in that manner, and was once in a 
very unusual situation where neither saw the other behind the jib and we got T-boned. Our adventure last 
night was that our boat wouldn't turn; we let the main out, but not the jib and for some reason the boat did-
n't turn away enough, and we bumped the crossing boat, not at high speed, fortunately.  No injuries. 
 

The Squadron came to mind because these guys are good.  Life jackets are standard equipment.  Every-
body knows the rules of the road, and even racing in lots of wind safety is a primary consideration.  We 
withdrew from the race, and the safety of the crew was the first item discussed. No bravado, no blaming 
anybody.  I think it was the first such incident for the boat owner, after at least fifty years of sailing and rac-
ing. On the way back, I was attempting to stuff the reefing lines back up into the main cover, which stays 
on the boom, when the bucking bronco a boat becomes in big waves sent me to my seat rather unexpect-
edly.  "Let 'em swing," said the Captain.  "They can be put back when we get closer."  One might think the 
racing sailors are a bunch of wild, risk-taking hooligans, and not be completely wrong.  But they are also 
highly skilled and conscientious about their boats and crew, even if the occasional bump should occur. 
 

Sec. Brad Barton SN 
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Treasurer 
Cdr Harry Barnes, AP 
harryjbarnes@yahoo.Com 
 

Mary Glassco, N 
glassco3727@att.net 

Welcome from the Treasurerôs Department, 
 

I am writing this report on 8/3/2025 and we are 
2 months into our new Fiscal Year.  
 

I have completed the Ohio Tax Exempt Forms 
for both NCO and Riverbelles for 2025. I have 
also completed the Federal 990N Forms for 
both groups and filed the TR-1 Form with Head-
quarters.   
 

Your officers are still working to eliminate the  
storage shed which would save us over $1250 
for the upcoming year. Our End of Year Report 
will be reviewed at the next meeting on Sept. 
10
th
.   

 

Mary Glassco and I are ready for our annual 
Audit to close out our 2024-25 Fiscal Year. 
 
 Treas. Harry Barnes, AP 
 Assist Treas. Mary Glassco, N 

Hello from your D7 Cdr, 
  
Thank you to Vermilion, Berea and our 
NCO members that helped make the D7 Huron 
Rendezvous a success. We had over 30 people  
attend the Friday cookout and over 50 attended the 
Saturday afternoon catered dinner. We had mem-
bers from Akron, Berea, Mansfield, NCO, Stark and 
Vermilion attend.   
 
Sunday, Aug 10 was the D7 picnic at Lake Milton.  
We enjoyed the outdoors, swimming, and some 
boating. If you have a trailerable boat or Kayak, this 
is a great place to get away. The main course of 
burgers and dogs with some potluck accompani-
ments was as always a mountain of delectable 
food. 
 

Lake Milton is a State Park on Rt 76 east of Akron 
and this event was sponsored by Mosquito Lake 
and Stark County.  Thank you! 
 
For those interested in the workings of our National 
Headquarters, the annual Governing Board Meet-
ing Sept 3-7 in Grand Rapids, MI. Reservations are 
made online at USPS.ORG . Kay and I will be at-
tending Thurs-Sun morning. Several of your D7 Of-
ficers will be attending. 
 
NCO, remember monthly meetings resume Sept 
10,  6pm dinner, 7pm mtg. At Arrabiata in Bay Vil-
lage on Dover Center Rd.      
  
 D/C Harry Barnes, AP 



 

  

 

D7 
CRUISE 
 HURON 


