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Commander's  Message 
Harry Barnes, AP 
Harryjbarnes@yahoo.com         

Welcome Aboard from your Commander, 
 

As I sit here writing this article, December has arrived 
and Ohio’s winter weather has unleashed a fierce snow 
storm just to remind us of what is coming for the next 
few months. Hopefully many of you will be able to es-
cape to warmer climates for some period of time. If so, 
remember Covid-19 is real and going viral everywhere. I 
personally know over 25 people who have contracted 
this illness and I would not wish this on anyone. I truly 
hope everyone has been able to avoid this pandemic. 
 

You are probably receiving this January 2021 Currents 
addition just before Christmas and you already know we 
decided to cancel our annual Christmas Party due to the 
Governor’s plea not to gather in groups of 10 or more. 
We did still collect toys and financial donations for The 
Littlest Heroes. If you missed this and would like to 
make a donation, check online. Their work to help chil-
dren goes all year long. ** As of This writing we were 
unable to confirm and coordinate with “The Littlest 
Heros”.  We have, then, donated all items to the “Toys 
for Tots” campaign in Cuyahoga County.* 
 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring us a safe and effective vac-
cine to put an end to Covid-19 and allow us to resume 
gathering as in the past.  As of now, the National USPS 
Annual Meeting is scheduled for Ponte Vedra, Florida 
from Feb. 14-21. Reservations can be made online 
through the USPS.org website. 
 

If you did not hear, USPS Headquarters received a Pay-
roll Protection Loan to cover salaries during this pan-
demic for $164,700 and this loan was forgiven on Oct. 
14, 2020. 
 

The Annual Cleveland Boat Show in January will not be 
held at the IX Center, instead it will be Virtual with each 
dealer showing their boats and different businesses and 
organizations making their pitches. District 7 ExO Larry 
Spraggins will be explaining what America’s Boating 

Club is all about; and show all Squadron tentative clas-
ses scheduled as of Dec 12, 2020. 
 

Berea Power Squadron has cancelled this year’s Found-
er’s Day event for February, considering COVID has 
seen an uptick in cases. 
 

Also, if anyone would like to hold an office for the 
2021/22 year please contact myself, Elliott Manke or Liz 
Glassell, your nominating committee.  

http://www.twitter.com/RRSPSquadron
http://www.facebook.com/RockyRiverSailAndPowerSquadron
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Executive Department 
P/C Elliott Manke JN IN 
louiseelliottmanke@gmail.com        

The Annual NCO Members Meeting will be on Febru-
ary 10, 2021. This meeting may still be virtual.  
 

If any member has not been receiving email notices 
of our monthly Zoom Meeting and wants to be added 
to my distribution list, please contact me at  
harryjbarnes@yahoo.com.  
 

You can join us on your computer, laptop or Smart 
Phone. In these times of isolation due to COVID, it 
has been fun to see everyone’s smiling faces! 
 

Here’s wishing everyone a Happy New Year! 
 

Stay Safe, Cdr. Harry Barnes, AP 

 HOME    FOR    THE    HOLIDAYS? 
This recent Holiday Season signaled the end of the cal-
endar year.  Like just about everything else in this past 
and very strange year of 2020, the Holiday Season was 
very different.  Instead of traveling “home” for the holi-
days, more of us were staying home, or staying wherev-
er we happened to be, with less than 10 other persons 
with social distancing required.  We all needed to do 
whatever we had to do to protect the safety, health of 
our family, friends, neighbors, ourselves, and most of 
all, our country, the good old USA.  Unfortunately, this 
restricted us from getting together like we all like to do.   
 

Yes, we’re all doing our part to beat this Covid-19 and 
move forward together for a happier, active, more so-
cial, and healthier New Year of 2021. 
 

Speaking of the safety of our country and keeping it safe 
during these pandemic times and most certainly during 
this transition of democracy and/or political party estab-
lishment in Washington, D.C., we must keep in mind 
Homeland Security for safety of our nation.   
 

There may be some other weird people in our world dur-
ing these times that would consider us weakened, more 
vulnerable, or not secured and take advantage of us by 
some offense maneuver and attack.  As we are always 
vigilante in boating safety, it can also be extended to 
awareness of suspicious activity or behavior by others.  
By all means, do your part and keep SAFETY in mind.  
Oh yes!  Think warm summer and boating.   
 
  Calm seas and fair winds.  Elliott 

Dec 2020  
Cooperative Charting Committee (CCC) Newsletter 
  
Dear Cooperative Charting Participants, 
 

The prior Oct 2020 CCC Newsletter announced that 
the 2020 Edition of the “Joy of Geodetics” (JOG) 
Presentation Series would soon be in the USPS/ABC 
CCC website.  I am pleased to advise that as of 11 
Dec, the newly revised series is now there for you to 
view, learn, enjoy, upload and share with others.  To 
get there, log into the USPS website, select Depart-
ments, select Executive Department, and then select 
Cooperative Charting Committee.  You will find the 
JOG series near the bottom of the CCC homepage.  
 

The 2020 JOG edition has been significantly revised, 
contains much new material, and is now in 8 Parts 
plus JOG Outline and JOG References.   There are 
now nearly 400 slides containing some 600 pho-
tos.  The detailed JOG Outline (attached here in pdf 
and Word) is provided so that you can see which Parts 
or subsections you may want to view and/or up-
load.  The JOG References lists the references that 
are cited by number and letter code for photos and text 
throughout the series. 
 

If you just want to learn how to plan for, conduct, and 
report recoveries, you will find that in JOG Parts 6 & 
7.  The other Parts are supplementary but contain 
much helpful and/or interesting information. 
 

There is still time to make some geodetic recoveries 
for credit this year.  As a reminder, the geodetic recov-
ery year is 1 Jan to 31 Dec.  Any reports received be-
fore Jan 1 will be credited in 2020.  However, reports 
received after 31 Dec will be credited in 2021.  Nauti-
cal has the same year and time frames for credit. 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

Stf/C Greg Shay, JN-CAN 
On Behalf of the USPS Cooperative Charting Committee 
 

IT FLOATS...YOU DON’T!! 

http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/


 

 

 NORTH COAST OHIO SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON  
VSC EXAMINERS  2020-2021 

 
      Harry J. Barnes                     James E. Mason                       
            Bradley J. Barton                     Jon C. Paulus                        
            James R. Holcepl                      Jack Salisbury                         
               David Kinkaid                Robert James Thompson                   
               Elliott L. Manke                      Michael J. Walsh                       

 
 

           NCOSPS Currents                                   Page 4                                        



 

 

 

How to be a Clean Green Boater-go here for tips 
 

http://www.theensign.org/uspscompass/contentmain.html   
 

Reprinted link from USPS Compass 
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By all accounts 2020 recreational boat sales dramatically increased with new boat sales higher than any point in the 
last decade.  It is probably reasonable to assume that a significant number of these new boat owners have limited or 
no prior boating experience.  Even if they previously owned a boat sometime in the past, their boating skills and 
knowledge may have become a “tad bit” rusty.  At the same time boat sales were sky rocketing boating safety class 
attendance plummeted in 2020 due to the impact of COVID 19 social distancing regulations and stay at home or-
ders.  Hopefully, a significant number of the new boat owners will take a safe boating class before the start of the 
2021 boating season.  North Coast Ohio Sail and Power Squadron will offer two America’s Boating Course classes 
in the first half of 2021.   One will be taught at Rocky River’s Don Umerley Center and the other will be taught on the 
east side of Cleveland. 
 

A couple of years ago one of our ABC class students admitted to having thrown their anchor overboard before at-
taching the bitter end of the anchor rode to the boat.  While this frank comment resulted in some chuckles when it 
was mentioned I have to wonder whether the majority of new and existing boat owners know how to properly deploy 
and set an anchor.   
 

We sometimes get questions in our ABC classes about anchoring rights and responsibilities.  While it is commonly 
understood that the first boat arriving in an anchorage has privileges, many see this as a matter of etiquette, but it is 
also a legal issue.  United States Admiralty Courts have issued a number of rulings on the topics listed below re-
garding anchoring responsibilities.   
 

 The first boat to arrive in an anchorage has the right to anchor as she sees fit.  This includes considerable 
scope and multiple anchors.  While some practices may be considered discourteous in a crowded harbor, 
there is nothing in the case law limiting this. 

Later arrivals are required to keep clear.  They are not specifically required to stay outside of the swing circle, 
but court decisions for ships state that “ample space” must be given.  The ruling goes on to explain that you 
should not cut it close and that safety factors are required. 

Communication is encouraged.   “The vessel that anchored first shall warn the one who anchored last that the 
berth chosen will foul the former’s berth”  It is not pleasant to ask another boat to move after they begin plac-
ing their anchor.  No one enjoys a confrontation, and “ample space” is subject to interpretation but the 
amount of scope and number of anchors each boat has deployed may not be obvious. 

If your anchor begins to drag, you are no longer anchored and give up all rights.  “A vessel shall be found at 
fault . . . . if it fails to shift anchorage when dragging dangerously close to another anchored vessel.” 

If you increase scope or lay a second anchor you have changed your berth and may be considered to have re-
anchored, giving up any prior rights if this adjustment changes the geometry of your berth and contributes to 
a collision. 

If there has been a collision or there is an imminent risk of collision, all parties have the responsibility to act to 
reduce damage.  This might include deploying fenders, increasing scope, kedging away, or even abandoning 
your ground tackle and getting underway.   

 
My family and I saw the impact of poor and/or improper anchoring procedures in a crowded anchorage one summer.  
At the time we were living in Port Huron, Michigan and kept our boat in Sarnia, Ontario on a Canadian Seasonal 
Cruising Permit.  Our usual extended family summer vacation involved spending a couple of days sailing up the 
eastern shore of Lake Huron to Tobermory, Ontario at the tip of the Bruce Peninsula.   We ’d then cross the northern 
end of Georgian Bay and make our way into the North-Channel.  After spending a day or two provisioning in Killar-
ney, Ontario, we’d move on to visit a number of wilderness anchorages for the next week or so.  It was not uncom-
mon to find ourselves being the only boat in most of these anchorages.  A notable exception to that rule was Baie 
Fine (pronounced Bay Fin).   

http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/
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Baie Fine has been a favorite cruising area for generations of North Channel sailors.  Following a geologic fault 
line, the fjord-like bay runs almost 10 miles between high quartz mountains of the South La Cloche Range.  Bay 
width varies from a few hundred feet to a maximum of 1 mile.  Baie Fine is blessed with numerous “gunkholes” 
along with several popular and secure anchorages.  When you get to the far eastern end of Baie Fine you reach 
“The Pool”.   The Pool is the ultimate “Inner Sanctum” of cruising.  On a busy summer evening 30 or 40 boats can 
be anchored in this small inlet surrounded by forested mountains. 
 

Security at The Pool is usually near perfect, provided your anchor is able to penetrate down through the weeds.  
Some years the weeds are nearly impenetrable.  The secret is to pay out an extra 100 feet of anchor rode before 
attempting to set the anchor, then back down slowly on it, and when set, shorten up to a proper swinging radius.  
Once the boat is positioned properly you should take a couple of shore bearings and monitor them over time to 
make sure the anchor is holding the boat in position.  Our boat at the time, Triumphant, was a 51 foot ketch 
rigged sailboat that we’d bought on the West Coast.  It was equipped for extended ocean travel.  The primary an-
chor was a 60 pound CQR anchor attached to 500 feet of 3/8 inch chain rode.  A trip line was attached to the 
plow portion of the anchor that allowed us to retrieve the anchor should it get hooked on a submerged log.  The 
trip line also had a float that showed us the anchor’s approximate location on the sea bed.  It is probably fair to 
say that Triumphant’s ground tackle was “somewhat” over engineered for normal Great Lakes operating environ-
ments but it did an admirable job penetrating heavy bottom weed growth typically found at The Pool. 
 

We arrived at The Pool one summer day and went through our normal anchoring routine.  When we arrived there 
were probably a dozen boats in the anchorage but by sunset we found ourselves among 30 or more boats.  
Some were anchored in the middle of the small anchorage while others were tied to trees and rocks on shore.  As 
we had been one of the first arrivals of the day we had the opportunity to note how some of the new arrivals se-
lected the spot where they wanted to anchor their boat and the methodology (or lack thereof) they used to an-
chor.  (In point of fact we had to tell a couple of late arrivals that they were way too close to our boat and asked 
them to move further away.  Thankfully they agreed to our request.)     
 

The wind started to pick up that evening just before dusk.  Within ten or fifteen minutes our boat’s wind gauge 
was registering wind speeds in excess of 60 knots.  Along with the high winds we were experiencing torrential 
rains that, along the evening’s impending darkness limited visibility to a couple of hundred feet.  It rapidly became 
apparent that several of the boats that we could see through the deluge had started to drag their anchors.  We 
put on PFD’s, deployed all of our fenders over the side and started the main engine in anticipation of having to 
move and, if necessary, abandoning our ground tackle.  Luckily the storm only lasted twenty or thirty minutes but I 
have to admit it seemed a lot longer.  While a couple of boats drifted to within 20 or 30 feet of our boat, none of 
them actually hit us.   At the end of day, none of the boats that were in The Pool that night sank though some 
which were tied to shore ended up partially out of the water.  Several of the boats that dragged their anchors did 
run into other boats with some resultant hull damage and frayed nerves.  It could have been much worse if the 
storm had lasted any longer.  I have to wonder how many of the boats that dragged their anchors that night used 
appropriate anchoring procedures when they arrived. 

 
Fantastic pictures of Baie Fine area of 
the North Channel.   
 
Photos compliments of Lt/C Bob Thompson, AP 
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Administrative Department 
Lt/C Kay Barnes, S 
kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com 
 
Asst. P/C Susan Rothacker, P 
sjrothacker@aol.com 

SUNSHINE ,  
     GOOD WISHES  
 and CONDOLENCES
  

 
  

A welcoming sunrise,  
calm seas and restful sunsets… 
 
...God bless all our friends and their families….  

Recovery:   
  

Continued Prayers for anyone struggling during 
these turbulent uncertain times.  
 

Be well friends! 
 

Please notify the Commander, Secretary or  
Sunshine chair,   Lt Corey Nieding. 

coreynieding@gmail.com   Or 440-668-0765  
 

with notices of needed sunshine for illness, surger-
ies, accidents or deaths, or GOOD news announce-
ments to be included in   The Currents. 

CELEBRATE!      CELEBRATE!  
 DANCE TO THE MUSIC! 
  
   JANUARY       FEBRUARY 
 

      Michael Jordan   01 Sandy Krzystan  06 
      Jill Snellman        04     Liz Glassell         11 
      Day Armelli          08 Bob Brehm         16 
      Michelle Burke   11 Paul Nagel          22 
      Ken Bigelow        17 Mary Glassco      23 
       Dave Sartin         19    Franklin Kutz       24 
       Lannie Uhlinger   20    Harry Barnes      25 
       Ivan Wagner        29 
       Leslie Tighe         30 
       Dan Krzystan       31  

United States Power Squadrons®                                                                                                                                             Website:  http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/ 

 Greetings to Everyone, 
 

The holiday season is here.  I'm writing this article looking 
outside my window at snow remaining from the December 
1 big snowfall.  I've decorated my home trying to get into 
the Christmas spirit.  Festivities are different this year due 
to COVID.  Large inside family and other large gatherings 
have been sadly cancelled.  
 

We considered Glow @ the Botanical Gardens for our 
Christmas event in December.  It was cancelled as an offi-
cial NCOSPS event due to the rise in confirmed COVID 
cases.  Thank you Lt Dave Kinkaid for the suggestion. 
Definitely will consider for 2021. 
 

The National USPS Annual Meeting is scheduled for Feb-
ruary 14-21 in Ponte Vedra, Florida.   
 

The COVID vaccine is on the way, hopefully available for 
everyone to slow this virus and save lives.  We will resume 
planning events late Spring.   
 

Someday we will look back at 2020 and it will forever re-
mind us to never take the little things for granted.   
Stay safe and healthy.  Happy New Year! 
 

                 Respectfully Submitted, 
                 Lt/C Kay M. Barnes, S 

 
 

Commander Harry and 
Lt/C Kay Barnes’ home 
all decked out for the 

holidays! 

http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/


 

 

 

Executive/Membership meetings  
2nd Wednesday/month September thru May 

  7 :00   PM Meeting 
CURRENTLY VIA ZOOM  

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
EMAIL Commander Barnes for details 

HARRYJBARNES@YAHOO.COM 
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ATTENTION  ALL  MEMBERS 
 

You can find the D7 website at:  http://d7usps.org 
 

You can find the NCOSPS website at:    http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/  

2021 SAVE THE DATE 
ANNUAL WIBC CHRISTMAS RIVER 

PARADE OF LIGHTS 
JULY 24th 2021 

 
We would like club officers to pass this along to 
members and possibly add to your calendar of 
events.  
 

We suggest making it fun for your club by offering 
small 1st 2nd & 3rd prizes for participants. We will 
also be working with North Coast Harbor at east 
9th street for discounted advanced accommoda-
tions during the day & that night. The parade gen-
eral starts between 9:30 & 9:45pm and goes up the 
Cuyahoga river to Merwin’s Wharf turning & pro-
ceeding back down to the lake.  
 

We ask that anyone wanting to participate let us 
know by going to wibcparade@yahoo.com so we 
can have an idea of boat count.  
 
Working channel for the parade will be VHF 68. 
We ask that all participant’s keep to the starboard 
side of river in a straight line & keep boats tight. 
 

 
Thank You  
Parade coordinator  

Website for more info and updates 

https://clevelandmetroparks.com/parks/visit/
parks/lakefront-reservation/wendy-park 

                                    Website:  http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/ 

Lt David Kinkaid, AP and Janet Louder Kinkaid 
spent time with family this fall at  
Sedona , AZ in the Grand Canyon.   
 
Here they are preparing for the balloon ride in 
Sedona early October with Janet’s siblings. 
Drove to the Grand Canyon for glamping then 

on to Sedona to be pampered. 

http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/
mailto:wibcparade@yahoo.com
http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/


 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 

Secretary’s Department 
Lt/C Bradley Barton, SN IN  
Bradley.barton1961@gmail.com 
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Treasurer 
Cdr Harry Barnes, AP 
harryjbarnes@yahoo.com 
 

Asst: 1st/Lt Joe Poplstein, AP 
jpoplstein1@gmail.com 

GET YOUR GEAR ON!! 
 
Anyone interested in shirts, hats, name tags 
and other NCOSPS logo items, please contact 
P/C Mary Glassco, N for order form and infor-
mation. 
   

glassco3727@att.net.    440-503-1915 

Welcome from the Treasurer’s Department, 
 
As of 12/3/2020 our checking account is at 
$9,374.23, down $328.22 for the 2020-21 Fiscal 
Year.  Our Total Assets stand at $23,488.56, down 
$303.86 YTD.  I am glad to report Joe Poplstein 
and I were able to use the new Zoom Pro to recon-
cile each month this year through October. We 
found zero discrepancies between his Quick Books 
records and my Excel format. 
 
  Treas. Harry Barnes, AP 

Father Time: 
 
When I was a little boy in Salina, Kansas, my Dad would 
tell me about Father Time.   Every New Year’s Eve I stuck 
my nose up against the frosty window on our sliding back 
door, hoping for a glimpse of the ancient man.  I imagined 
he was tall and thin, with long robe or cape and very long 
white hair and a beard to match.  Not only was there a 
very old man out in the cold, but he was said to be bring-
ing the New Year in the form of a baby.  Now I suppose 
all little boys are gullible, but I never thought to ask my 
Dad  later on if he thought he was taking advantage of my 
credulity in telling me one more tall tale. 
 
Or maybe it wasn’t so tall.  Father Time is more real now 
to me than he was then, in a different way, of course.  For 
then I was looking for a real human to come through the 
back yard, while now I know how inexorably real he is, in 
human form or not. 
 
So we got one more orbit behind us:  We can and should 
recall the previous year fondly where we can, for it’s the 
only one we’re going to get.  Remember those we lost last 
year.  Remember the milestones achieved.  Remember 
what we did with our boats and squadron friends; the boat 
shows, safe boating week, the classes we helped with, 
the trip to Huron, the trip up the mast, getting ready for 
winter…that was quick, wasn’t it? 
 
And in the tradition taught to me, remember that Father 
Time is bringing us a baby New Year to look forward to.  
We have to get ready for Spring; the classes we’ll teach, 
the boat shows again, putting in and shaking down our 
boats.  We’ll have to plan some times with our friends and 
get-togethers with our families.  And above all, we have to 
make it a good one, because we only get this one once 
too.  Then we’ll wipe a hole in the frost on the window, 
and look for old Father Time again.  Even if we don’t see 
him, we know he’s real.  Indeed, he is real. 
 
 Happy New Year!!! 
 
           Sec. Brad Barton SN 
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RIVERBELLES  
EVENT CALENDAR   2020-2021 

 

Meeting Agenda Items:   
 

Please remember to email me 2 weeks PRIOR to the 
meeting date with your discussion items so I may re-
view and include on the agenda.   
 

All plans subject to change . 
 

Thank you!   Kay 

                                  NCOS&PS  —  CURRENTS 

 

2020     Officers & Chairs   2021 
 

Kay Barnes, President 
216-780-8872 

kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com 
 

Pat Dever,  Vice President 
440-221-0854 

pdever2027@yahoo.com 
 

Theresa Thompson , Secretary 
586-713-0827 

nurse4658@aol.com 
 

Ann Sartin, Treasurer 
440-213-6542 

annsartin@sbcglobal.net 
 

Gail Ahlers, Sunshine & Phone calls 
H 216-228-8729 

Lgahlers@aol.com 
 

Kate Mott/Susan Rothacker 
Photography/Historian 

Photos to: sjrothacker@aol.com 
 

Kate Mott, Charity 
216-470-9278 

 

Mary Glassco, Roster 
C 440-503-1915 / glassco3727@att.net 

Be sure to let Mary know of any changes! 
 
 

Kay Barnes, Fundraising 
 

Pat Dever, Theater 
 

Twila Hauck, Facebook 
 

  JANUARY             FEBRUARY  
         

 Kate Mott 27    Liz Glassell  11  
 Leslie Tighe 30    Mary Glassco 23 
    
 

    HAPPY    BIRTHDAY!!!          Enjoy your special day! 
   

 

   No meetings January and February 
 
   March 3  Gail Ahlers:  Meal, place TBD 
 
   TBD  Pat Dever  Theater Event 
 
   April 7 Ann Sartin’s house possibly, 
             Election meeting time & location TBD 
 
   May 5 Change Of Watch 

 
Greetings Riverbelles, 
 
I hope everyone had a safe 
holiday season.   
 

Due to the increase in con-
firmed COVID cases we 
sadly cancelled our Christ-
mas get together at Summerhouse in Lakewood.   
We have been conducting our monthly meetings via Zoom.   
It has been great to see each other and catch up this way.   
2020 was a difficult year for everyone.  Our next meeting is 
March 3rd.  An e-mail will be sent with details.  I'm praying for 
a mild Winter and a decrease in COVID cases with the help of 
the vaccine.   
 

                                                 Respectfully Submitted, 
                                                        Kay M. Barnes 
                                                                   President 
 

http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/
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Just-Released U.S. Coast Guard Survey Offers 
Heaps of Data on Recreational Boating 

National Boating Safety Survey shapes local, national safety policy 
 

SPRINGFIELD, Va., Dec. 14, 2020 – An all-encompassing report on recreational boating activity in the U.S. is giv-
ing the U.S. Coast Guard, policymakers and the boating community the ability to shape smart boating safety policy 
into the future. Issued last week by the Coast Guard, The National Recreational Boating Safety Survey (NRBSS) 
looks at boating participation demographics, trends, boat use, at-risk boating populations, boating safety and more. 
The survey data, captured in 2018, includes all types of on-water activity from canoes, kayaks, rafts and rowboats 
to sailboats, skulls, airboats, motorized boats and personal watercraft. 
 
“While a number of factors have made recreational boating safer over the years, such as stronger laws, regula-
tions, boating safety education, better enforcement, and improved manufacturing standards, it all relies on having 
the best data possible,” said BoatUS Manager of Government Affairs David Kennedy. “This information is going to 
help guide and develop policies that matter to boaters.” 
Some notable findings: 

Ownership: It is estimated that approximately 25.2 million boats were owned by 14.5 million house-
holds in 2018. Evidence suggests that joint/shared ownership is an increasingly popular way to se-
cure access to boats. While the vast majority (94.5% or 23.83 million) of boats in the country were 
owned exclusively by someone residing in the household, nearly 1.4 million boats were in some 
manner of joint/shared ownership. 

Registered/nonregistered boats: There were 11.82 million boats registered in the 50 states and the 
District of Columbia in 2018. Almost 13.4 million boats were owned in 2018 in the United States that 
were not required to be registered by the state where they were kept and operated. Open power-
boats continue to be owned by more households than any other types of boat, while approximately 
4.24 million households owned one or more kayaks and about 2.14 million households were owners 
of canoes. 
 

The survey summary notes: “The proportion of all boats that are unregistered is creating a number 
of financial and management issues and difficulties for boating safety and law enforcement agencies 
as well as agencies that provide and manage boat access and infrastructure facilities. Foremost, 
owners of unregistered boats do not pay registration fees, and because most are human-powered 
boats, they do not purchase fuel for these boats and therefore do not pay fuel taxes, which support 
the development and maintenance of boating access and infrastructure as well as boating safety 
education and enforcement.” A number of states are currently considering expanding registration 
requirements to include various types and sizes of human-powered craft. 

Boat use: Boats that were operated in 2018 were taken out on the water a total of 471.8 million days. 
Across all owned boats, the average number of days a vessel is used is 19 days — 29 days for mo-
torized boats and 12 days for human-powered boats. Outings, meaning different occasions that 
boats were operated out on the water, lasted an average of 3.8 hours. On average, boats that went 
out on the water in 2018 had 2.3 persons aboard. 

Operator use: A total of 10.2 billion person hours of boating took place in 2018, with person hours 
aboard motorized boats representing 84.1% (8.6 billion) of the total. Over 1.3 billion hours were 
spent boating on human-powered boats. Five states − Florida, Michigan, Texas, South Carolina, 
and New York − represented about 31% of all person boat hours that year. The state of Florida rep-
resented about 10.7% (1.089 billion hours) of all person hours nationwide, followed by Michigan 
(603.7 million) and Texas (522.3 million). 
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Regional boat use: Contrary to what has sometimes been assumed, boats in southern states are not, 
in general, operated more days, on average, than boats in northern states. In fact, motorized boats 
in the Midwest (56 days) and Northeast (55 days) census regions were operated more days, on 
average, than in the South (52 days) and West (52 days) census regions. About 647,000 boats in 
coastal and Great Lakes states were operated at least once more than 3 miles from shore in 2018. 

Safety: About one-third (33.7% or 220,000) of all boats and 32.8% of motorized boats that operated 
over 3 nautical miles from shore were equipped with EPIRBs while 83.2% of the motorized boats 
that were operated at least once were equipped with an emergency engine cutoff switch. Just 
13.9% had VHF-DSC radios. About two-thirds (65.6%) of the persons that operated a boat in 2018 
had not taken a boating safety course. 

Trailered boats: About 6 million boats that were operated in 2018 were either trailered or transported 
(i.e., on top of a car, in a truck) at least once for the purpose of launching them on the water, repre-
senting almost two-thirds (65.3%) of the boats that were operated during 2018. Boats were trail-
ered/transported for the purpose of launching them 167.3 million times in 2018. 

Boater socioeconomics: In 2018, an estimated 84.54 million recreational boaters of different ages, 
races, and ethnicities in the United States participated in boating, or 26.5% of the U.S. population. 
Boat-owning households were predominately all-white households. All Black/African American 
households represented less than 1% of boat-owning households. The survey summary notes, 
“This may be a significant factor in limiting participation of more minority persons in boating given 
that the NRBSS Participation Survey found that not knowing anyone who owns a boat was a signif-
icant reason why more persons did not boat in 2018.” Other and mixed-race households constitut-
ed 16.3% of all boat-owning households. 
 

Survey findings showed that the greatest percentage of boating participants do not, as is some-
times assumed, have high household incomes. Almost a quarter (23.1%) of boat-owning house-
holds in 2018 had household incomes of less than $50,000, and 41.8% earned less than $75,000. 
Households with household incomes between $75,000 and $149,999 represents 37.5% of boat-
owning households. 

Fatalities/accidents: The risk of boating fatalities is six per 100 million person hours for all types of 
boats nationwide and five per 100 million person hours for motorized boating. This low rate is at-
tributable to practicing safer boating behaviors due to boater education, regulations and inspec-
tions as well as safer boats and safe-boating technologies. However, the risk for fatalities nation-
wide was twice as high on human-powered boats: 13 per 100 million person hours. 
 

The survey was funded by two grants from the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund. It was completed 
by the nonprofit research institute RTI International and the Department of Community Sustainability at Michigan 
State University. 
 
Suggested social media post: 
Data from newly released @USCG National Boating Safety Survey to help shape local and national boating safe-
ty policies  https://bit.ly/3gDnPKO  @BoatUS 
About Boat Owners Association of The United States (BoatUS): 
Celebrating more than 50 years, BoatUS is the nation’s largest organization of recreational boaters with more 
than 700,000 members. We are the boat owners’ voice on Capitol Hill and fight for their rights. We are The Boat 
Owners Auto Club and help ensure a roadside trailer breakdown doesn’t end a boating or fishing trip before it be-
gins. When boats break down on the water, TowBoatUS brings them safely back to the launch ramp or dock, 
24/7. BoatUS offers GEICO Marine Insurance policies that give boat owners affordable, specialized coverage and 
superior service they need. We help keep boaters safe and our waters clean with assistance from the nonprofit 
BoatUS Foundation for Boating Safety and Clean Water. Visit BoatUS.com. 
      
      R/C Allan B. Furtado, SN 

732 829 0888 
National Safety Committee Chair 

A Proud Member of the United States Power Squadrons 
America's Boating Club since 1914 

We Save Lives 
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PLEASE RETURN TO: 
USPS / NCOSPS 
P/C SUSAN ROTHACKER, P 
33883 Maple Ridge Blvd 
Avon, Ohio  44011 
 

Address Service Requested 
 
JAN/FEB  2021 

Dated   Material 

 

 
 
 

DATE  EVENT / LOCATION 
  
 

Jan  13 NCOSPS monthly meeting* 
 

Jan 15-19 Cleveland Boat Show  
  Will be virtual. Details TBA 
 

Feb    10 NCOSPS ANNUAL ELECTION mtg* 
 

Feb TBA Founder’s Day—BSPS hosts 
  Cancelled 
 

Feb 14-21 USPS Annual Mtg-Vedra Beach FL 
 

Feb 26-28  Akron Boat & Water Sport Show 
 
 

* Monthly meetings may be held via Zoom @ 7 P.M. 
   Commander will send email info 
 
 
 
 

NORTH COAST OHIO SAIL and POWER SQUADRON 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS for 2020/2021 

For Boaters, by Boaters℠  

DATE  EVENT / LOCATION 
 
 

Mar  10 NCOSPS monthly meeting* 
 

April 9-11  D/7 Spring Conference  TBA 
 

April 14 NCOSPS monthly meeting* 
 

May12  NCOCPS monthly meeting* 
 

July 21  Parade of LIGHTS!  Cleveland Flatss 
 
October 2021  PENTA Conference-FIVE districts- 
    ONE Conference!-Kalahari Resorts 

 
Stay tuned!     More to come! 

America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons® 

                                                              © United States Power Squadrons®                 

Events:     Admin : Lt/C Kay Barnes, S 
   216-780-8872  kaymacrdh@yahoo.com 
 
   Commander Harry Barnes, AP 
    440-653-1445   harryjbarnes@yahoo.com  

Classes:   SEO: Lt/C Robert Thompson, AP   
   440-930-2594  rthompson@bluesparktechnologies.com 
 
 

   Asst SEO:  1/Lt Jim Christman, N     
   440-537-4800      jimjwc@hotmail.com 

When in doubt, call for Details.… 


