
 

 

VOLUME  LIII                           ISSUE  2                                             MARCH/APRIL 2021 

  WELCOME AND CONGRATULATE YOUR NEW BRIDGE FOR 2021-2022  

         Elected 10 February 2021 Via Zoom Meeting 
 
     THE MEMBERS ELECTED ARE:  

 
    COMMANDER       Cdr Harry J. Barnes, AP  
    EXECUTIVE OFFICER       P/R/C Elliott L. Manke, JN, IN  
    EDUCATION OFFICER       Lt/C Robert James Thompson, AP  
    ASST EDUCATION OFFICER      P/Lt/C James Christman, N  
    ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER      Lt/C Kay Barnes, S P 
    ASST ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER    P/C Susan Rothacker, P  
    SECRETARY        P/C Bradley J. Barton, SN  
    ASST SECRETARY     open  
    TREASURER        Cdr Harry J. Barnes, AP  
    ASST TREASURER       P/Lt/C Joseph Poplstein, AP  
 
              STANDING COMMITTEES  
  NOMINATING COMMITTEE      RULES COMMITTEE  
 P/D/C Elizabeth J. Glassell, AP  1 YEAR  P/R/C Elliott L. Manke, JN, IN   1 YEAR  
 P/R/C Elliott L. Manke, JN, IN  2 YEARS  P/D/C James R. Holcepl, SN    2 YEARS  
 P/D/C Twila Hauck, SN   3 YEARS  P/D/C Elizabeth J Glassell, AP   3 YEARS  
 
  AUDIT COMMITTEE       EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
 P/C Mary Glassco, N    1 YEAR    P/D/C Elizabeth J Glassell, AP  
 P/C Susan Rothacker, P   2 YEARS    P/D/C Twila Hauck, SN  
 P/D/Lt/C James Mason, SN   3 YEARS    P/D/C James R. Holcepl, SN   
          Lt David Kinkaid, P  
          P/D/Lt/C James Mason, SN  
 

Thank you to the nominating committee and to all who said YES! To another year! 
 

CHANGE OF WATCH INSTALLATION CEREMONY  
will occur 10 March 2021 via ZOOM. Commander Barnes will send invitation 



 

 

2019-2020  
Bridge Officers 

 

Commander 
Harry Barnes, AP 
29605 Osborn Rd 
Bay Village, Oh  44140 
440-653-1445 
harryjbarnes@yahoo.com 
 
 

Executive Officer 
Elliott Manke, JN IN 
1570 Lakeland Ave. 
Lakewood, OH  44107 
216-221-2899 
louiseelliott.manke@gmail.com 
 
 

Educational Officer          Assistant 
Robert Thompson, AP      James Christman N 
634 Tournament Dr.           37248 Sugar Creek Ln 
Avon Lake, OH  44012             North Ridgeville, OH  44039 
440-930-2594             440-537-4800 
rthompson@bluesparktechnologies.com    jimjwc@hotmail.com       
         

Administrative Officer        Assistant 
Kay Barnes, S  Susan J Rothacker, P 
29605 Osborn Rd  33883 Maple Ridge Blvd 
Bay Village  OH  44140  Avon, OH  44011 
1-216-780-8872   440-315-1206 
kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com  sjrothacker@aol.com 
                           

Secretary   Assistant 
Bradley Barton, SN, IN    
5132 Mayview Rd  Available for you to serve! 
Lyndhurst OH 44124   
419-733-2530     
Bradley.barton1961@gmail.com        
 

Treasurer   Assistant 
Harry Barnes, AP  Joseph Poplstein, AP  
29605 Osborn Rd.  32887 Electric Blvd 
Bay Village, OH  44140  Avon Lake, OH 44012 
440-653-1445         440-933-8121 
harryjbarnes@yahoo.com jpoplstein1@gmail.com 

     
Personnel/Fleet Roster/Computer Data: 

        P/D/C Twila Hauck, SN         twilaboat@gmail.com 

 
THE NCOS&PS CURRENTS 

Published 6 x year May July Sept Nov Jan  March 
Article Deadlines:  1st of the month before issue 

 

May/June   Deadline  April 1 
July/August  Deadline  June 1 
September/October Deadline             August 1 
November/December Deadline    October 1 
January/February  Deadline              December 1 
March/April  Deadline    February 1 
 

Editor: P/C Susan J Rothacker, P 
sjrothacker@aol.com      440-315-1206 
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Commander's  Message 
Harry Barnes, AP 
Harryjbarnes@yahoo.com         

Welcome Aboard from your Commander, 
 

As I write this article, January is coming to an end and 
winter has settled in for an extended period. I thought 
it might be time to review the past year for NCO with 
Covid as our main concern. 
 

The 2020 year began with the Annual Membership 
Meeting in February and I was again elected Com-
mander. Everything seemed normal! The 53rd COW 
was scheduled for Edgewater Yacht Club on March 
21, 2020 but was canceled due to the state wide shut-
down by Gov. Mike DeWine for COVID 19. Instead 
NCO held their first Virtual COW on May 13, 2020. My 
thanks to P/D/C Barbara Spraggins, SN for conduct-
ing the ceremony. 
 

April began with the D-7 Spring Conference being 
canceled and a virtual installation of D/C Lynda 
Leque, SN was held on Apr. 5, 2020. 
 

May began with the US Coast Guard issuing a Shut-
down Order for all VSC followed by a cancellation of 
the Annual Memorial Day Wreath Throwing Celebra-
tion upon the USS Cod. May includes National Safe 
Boating Week during which we traditionally kick off 
VSC season with many of our Examiners gathering at 
CYC for a day of boat checks organized by Jack 
Salisbury, this too was postponed 3 times and finally 
canceled. 
 

June saw the cancellation of all weekend VSC at all 
north coast marinas. Jim Mason and a couple of our 
members did help out several new boaters with Jump 
Starts while maintaining ‘Social Distancing’, a new 
concept to all of us. NCO did participate in a Green 
Team Cleanup in Bay Village along the creek in Ca-
hoon Park. Masks were worn by all participants. 
 

July was a total washout due to high COVID counts 
throughout the country. 
 

August began with a 3-4 day D-7 Rendezvous to Mid-
dle Bass Island. Fun was had by all who attended. 
Thanks to MBI Yacht Club for joining with us for Fri-
day Night Pizza and inviting us to join their Saturday 
Night Steak Fry. Once again ‘Social Distancing’ was 
observed and masks were worn by all. Aug 21-23 Be-
rea P.S. invited NCO to their Huron Boat Basin Ren-
dezvous. A small but fun event with about 10 boats 
involved. 

http://www.twitter.com/RRSPSquadron
http://www.facebook.com/RockyRiverSailAndPowerSquadron
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Executive Department 
P/C Elliott Manke JN IN 
louiseelliottmanke@gmail.com        

WILL  WE  EVER  ENGAGE   
EACH  OTHER  AGAIN  IN  PERSON?  

Because of compliance with social distancing 
among “America’s Boating Club” members, this 
edition of our “Currents” is the main reason and 
way of keeping us together.  A deserving thank 
you goes to P/C Susan Rothacker, S, our Editor-in-
Chief, who pieces it all together for each issue, 
while we all yearn to safely get past this COVID-19 
pandemic and the challenges it presents.   
If there are a few things most of all Americans can 
agree on currently is that social distancing, the 
wearing of a face mask when speaking, continuous 
sanitizing of hands when moving about and touch-
ing things are the most current compelling nui-
sance items in order to remain healthy.  No doubt 
about it! 
  

CDR CONT’D 
 

Sept 9th marked the restart of our monthly ExCom 
meetings but now they were on ZOOM, a virtual 
meeting. That was our first meeting since February, 
it was great seeing all the regular faces if only on 
the computer. Next would have been the National 
Governing Board Meeting in Raleigh, NC but that 
too was canceled. On Sept 26th we did finally have 
our Annual Steak and Lobster Bake at CYC.  
Thanks to Neil Casbean for cooking, Kay Barnes 
and Susan Rothacker our planners, and Jerry Nagy 
for our beautiful location.  The Riverbelles helped 
with our basket and 50/50 raffles. Although we only 
had 30 people attend, it was a financial success 
and it was great seeing those who chose to attend. 
The picnic tables were set for 4 people each and 
food was brought to each table minimizing congre-
gating.  Also thanks too all who contributed baskets 
for the raffle. 
  

October ExCom meeting was held via Zoom on the 
14th and boating season came to an end.  
 

At this point I realized the only good thing to come 
from Covid19 was the large increase in new boat-
ers. Hopefully when it ends, we will find many eager 
ABC students and maybe some new members. 
  

November began with the D-7 Fall Conference be-
ing canceled. Our monthly meeting was held Nov 
11th via Zoom. NCO did receive 33 Merit Marks. 
Jerry Nagy received his 25th Merit Mark to earn 
his Life Member status. Congratulations Jerry! 
  

Our NCO Christmas Charity Dinner was canceled 
but we did collect Toys for Tots. On Dec 9th we held 
our monthly Zoom meeting and wished everyone a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. We had 19 
members in attendance at the Dec Zoom meeting, 
more than we averaged at our meetings at Houli-
han’s. 
  

January ExCom meeting was held on the 13th still 
via Zoom.  The Cleveland Boat Show scheduled for 
Jan 14-18 was extended through the 24th and en-
tirely on line. A truly new concept where you tour 
the boats and see exhibits on your computer. 
  

February’s NCO’s ABC Class in Rocky River has 
been postponed until March or April due to COVID.  
 

Our Annual Membership Meeting was held via 
ZOOM Feb 10th at 7pm, where we heard reports 
from all your officers reflecting on 2020-21 accom-
plishments, and held our election of officers for 
2021-2022.  Our 54th NCO COW will be  March 10.   
Again this will be on Zoom and hoping everyone will 
take the time to join in. 
  

 

It is with a heavy heart that I am reporting the pass-
ing of P/R/C David N. Rickard, AP of Berea Squad-
ron. Our Deepest Sympathies to his wife P/D/C H. 
Eileen Rickard, SN. David was known throughout 
District 7 for his tireless work coordinating the yearly 
Cleveland Boat Show and remained active on sev-
eral committees for Berea Squadron. 
  

My sincere condolences to the family and friends of 
NCOSPS members who have suffered with this 
COVID pandemic. It has brought hardship and des-
pair to all. Hopefully the vaccine will bring this pan-
demic to a halt and we can return to some sem-
blance of normalcy. See everyone at our March 
COW on Zoom  
 
Thank you for letting me serve you as commander.   
   

 Stay Safe, 
 Cdr. Harry Barnes, AP 

http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/


 

 

 NORTH COAST OHIO SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON  
VSC EXAMINERS  2021-2022 

 
 Harry J. Barnes     440-653-1445   James E. Mason       216-226-8066                
         Bradley J. Barton      419-733-2530        Jon C. Paulus           440-823-8256            
         James R. Holcepl      440-281-4999           Jack Salisbury          216-509-4367              

   David Kinkaid           216-402-8287  Bob Thompson 440-930-2594                  
            Elliott L. Manke  216-221-2899            Michael J. Walsh  440-360-9218  
                     

The VSC decal is recognized by the US Coast Guard. 
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EXO Cont’d 
 
There are significant differences of opinion on these 
matters, however, as to how long this needs to con-
tinue and whether life will ever get back to normal 
remains unknown.   
 

But for the time being our monthly squadron meet-
ings will be conducted by “Zoom”;  our Safe Boating 
classes are still in a holding pattern; Jump Start and 
VSC’s in “stand down” mode in accordance with 
USCG instructions; And our social events are can-
celled until further notice.   
 

Of course there was no live IX Boat Show to attend 
this year to promote our Safe Boating classes and 
our existence as “America’s Boating Club.”  
“Expletive”!  This is discouraging as we head into 
the spring “prep” and summer boating season while 
being more or less confined in our homes.  Hopeful-
ly for those of us who have boats, there will be op-
portunities to get out on the water. 
 

I have to report that NCO performed only 30 VSC’s 
for 2020 because of the “stand down” instructions 
and restrictive requirements in performing them 
from the USCG and USCG Aux.   All examiners will 
retain their certification for 2021 even if they did not 
perform a single VSC.   
 

In keeping your boating interests entertained and 
updated, tune in to “America’s Boating Club” on 
your computer at americasboatingclub.com and 
stay involved. 
 

I am looking forward to getting back together again 

in person.  Stay informed, stay safe, stay active and 

moving, and stay healthy.              

Elliott 

2021 WIBC Parade of Lights 
(UPDATED) 

This year’s event will be on July 24, 2021 
 

Participants will gather in the Bay on both East and 
West of the river inside the break wall 
 

Please monitor VHF channel 68 this will be used for 
starting & information during the parade please do not 
use for chatter so everyone can stay informed 
 

There will be a designated boat for the lead (Love and 
Luck) and one for the back for safety (Knot working) 
 

Parade start time is not set-in stone it will start any 
time between 21:25 to 21:45 
 

Please be patient for the start of the parade USCG 
must give an all clear due to river traffic and NS1. 
 

Clubs are asked to do their own prizes for decorated 
boats. 
 

Please keep boats in a tight line with in 20 ft this is a 
large fun event and with NS1 we would like everyone 
to make it thru if NS1 needs to go down. 
 

All boater’s welcome no registration needed. But it 
would be nice to have idea who will be involved to 
have a count please send a note 
to  WIBCparade@yahoo.com or for any questions. 
 

The parade will go from up river at the mouth to Mer-
win’s Wharf  which will be the turning point in line, 
back down river. At the entrance of the river we will 
proceed East to North Coast Harbor were the parade 
will end & disperse to their own docks and clubs 
 

Boaters interested in staying at North Coast harbor 
can contact Oasis for details at 216-485-2030 
If you have any additional questions, feel free to reach 
out to us via email. 
 
( WIBCparade@yahoo.com) or via phone. 
Denny Prochaska          440-390-8228 
Don Young                   216-789-2162 
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Educational Department 
Lt/C Robert Thompson,  AP 
rthompson@bluesparktechnologies.com 
 

P/Lt/C James Christman, N 
jimjwc@hotmail.com      
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We know the least about the things we use the least.  It’s human nature to not think about things we hope 
we’ll never have to use.  First-aid kits fall into the hope-we-never-have-to-use-It category.   Lucky boaters 
can go on an entire cruise or summer of boating without having to remember where it is.  The rest of us 
need to dig it out from time to time and then wonder why there’s so little in it or why it’s full of “stuff” we’ve 
never used.   
 

As we were cleaning out our boat last fall in preparation for laying it up for the winter, I came across our 
boat’s first-aid kit and decided I’d take home this winter to inventory its contents and, if necessary acquire 
items that were in short supply.   As it turned out we needed to restock a number of different items we’d 
forgotten to replace... 
 

It has been more than ten years since we last spent two to three week vacations exploring wilderness an-
chorages in the North Channel and Georgian Bay.  For the last three boating seasons we’ve kept our boat 
on Chesapeake Bay.  That being the case, even in the worst case severe, adverse weather we’re never 
more than four or five hours away from first class medical care.   For those among us that fall into this cat-
egory, it is perfectly sensible to leave port with a do-it-yourself first-aid kit that will fully resolve minor medi-
cal issues but will also manage the initial phases of a major medical emergency until you can get to shore. 
 
In compiling the do-it-yourself first-aid kit I’ve described below several assumptions apply: 
 

Barring mechanical breakdown or severe, adverse weather the boat can get to land in 6 – 12 hours of 
steady sailing or motoring. 

All crewmembers have brought on-board adequate amounts of their own medications, know the possi-
ble side effect of these medications and have relayed this information to the rest of the crew. 

There is sufficient collective common sense among the crew to distinguish minor from major medical 
issues. 

The boat has functioning VHF or cell-phone coverage to ask for help locally from other boaters or the 
Coast Guard. 

The boat has a comprehensive first-aid book.  No matter how comprehensive the book is, it is of little 
use if it doesn’t make sense to you.  Perusing it when you first acquire it will help. 

No boat can be prepared for every medical issue that might arise.  If one of your crew has a fatal heart 
attack in the middle of Lake Erie, there may be nothing anyone anywhere can do to help them.  

 
The advantage of a do-it-yourself first-aid kit is that you can build it to fit your boating style and your first-
aid skill levels, and the items can be refilled from any pharmacy.  And, with a little bit of luck, just like your 
boat’s insurance policy, you will never need it. 
 

Listed below are the items that you might want to consider including in your own do-it-yourself first-aid kit.  
The number of each item you should have will vary depending on the number of boat crew members and 
the frequency you normally want to go out to replace used items. 
 

1 X 3 inch Band Aids   4 inch Ace Wrap    Ibuprofen 
2 X 3 inch Band Aids   4 inch Self-adhering Wrap   Aspirin 
3 X 3 inch gauze    Thermometer    Benadryl 
4 X 72 inch roller gauze  Reusable Cold Pack   Loperamide (Immodium) 
2 inch tape    Various prescription medications   
             SEO Cont’d —> 
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How to be a Clean Green Boater-go here for tips 

 

http://www.theensign.org/uspscompass/contentmain.html   
 

Reprinted link from USPS Compass 

                                  NCOS&PS  —  CURRENTS 

ABC  

Basic Boating Courses 
USPS provides basic boating education to the public  

with no charge for instruction.. 

Boating Education  Matters 

 

 

 

ADVANCED GRADE COURSES                             

SEO Cont’d 
 
Many of the top line prepackaged first-aid kits contain suturing kits.  Manag-
ing lacerations on board can be tricky.  Sometimes Steri-strips are sufficient, 
sometimes super glue will do the job.  But for more complicated wound clo-
sure, assuming the crew has some eye-hand coordination and is not 
squeamish, stapling or suturing wounds may be necessary.  Staplers are 
available in different sizes from Vitality Medical (www.vitalitymedical.com) 
while suture kits are available from several sources.  School Health 
(www.schoolhealth.com) offers a basic suture kit for $18 but the best source 
currently is MedVet International (www.medvet.com).  They have a variety of 
kits from $28 to $45; your best bet is to buy one which includes needles and 
syringes but you will still need to have your physician prescribe a local anes-
thetic. I will freely admit that I’m the “klutz” in our family and have a long his-
tory of needing stitches during some of our boat trips.  Even with this proclivi-
ty, we’ve never kept a package of Steri-strips on our boat, let alone a suture 
kit or staplers.  (Theresa has told me she’d get some enjoyment out of stitch-
ing me up with a needle and thread from her sowing kit without local anes-
thetic.  I can only hope she was kidding! ! !) 

 
As per the previous comment about having a comprehensive first-aid book 
on-board, Marine Medicine; a Comprehensive Guide by Eric Weiss and Mi-
chael Jacobs is highly recommended. 

 

          Sail        

               

 

Engine  Maintenance               

Weather  

Marine  

Electrical Systems    

Marine Communication 
Systems 

Electronic Navigation  

Radar for Boaters 

Cruising and  

Cruise Planning   

Instructor Development 

 ELECTIVES 

    SEMINARS 
 
 

 VIRTUAL AND IN PERSON OPTIONS 

http://www.theensign.org/uspscompass/contentmain.html
https://americasboatingclub.org/learn
http://www.vitalitymedical.com
http://www.schoolhealth.com
http://www.medvet.com
https://americasboatingclub.org/courses/sail
https://americasboatingclub.org/courses/engine-maintenance
https://americasboatingclub.org/courses/weather
https://americasboatingclub.org/courses/marine-electrical-systems
https://americasboatingclub.org/courses/marine-electrical-systems
https://americasboatingclub.org/courses/marine-communication-systems
https://americasboatingclub.org/courses/marine-communication-systems
https://americasboatingclub.org/courses/electronic-navigation
https://americasboatingclub.org/courses/radar-for-boaters
https://americasboatingclub.org/courses/cruising-and-cruise-planning
https://americasboatingclub.org/courses/cruising-and-cruise-planning
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Administrative Department 
Lt/C Kay Barnes, S 
kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com 
 

Asst. P/C Susan Rothacker, P 
sjrothacker@aol.com 
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IT FLOATS...YOU DON’T!! 

Greetings Boaters, 
 
Happy New Year!   
Looking forward to a brighter future.   
 
Many planned events were sadly cancelled last 
year. Berea's Founder's Day was cancelled in 
February. We do not at this time have events or in 
person meetings scheduled for March or April at 
this time. 
 

The vaccines are rolling out.  Hopefully, folks can 
resume to some sense of normality late Spring, 
Summer.  I will keep you updated.as to our plans 
moving forward. 
 

I hope you had the chance to enjoy the USPS’  
Virtual Annual Meeting February 15-26.  
This is the first time we enjoyed this option to par-
ticipate without the travel and expense.   
 

Plan on attending the Annual DISTRICT 7 Virtual 
Spring Conference on-line 9-10 April 2021.   
We will start the conference Friday evening with a 
virtual Happy Hour and D7 Trivia challenge, com-
pete with prizes for 1st, 2nd, 3rd place. 
 

Stay healthy. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,    Lt/C Kay M. Barnes, S  

Welcome from the Treasurer’s Department, 
 
As of 1/31/21 our checking account is at $9,312.23, 
down $390.22 since start of this Fiscal Year.  Our 
Total Assets stand at $24,249.06, an increase of 
$456.64 since the start of this Fiscal Year.  The 
drop in our checking account can be attributed to 
our marketing costs for Educational Classes while 
still awaiting revenue from upcoming classes. The 
increase in Total Assets is due to the rise in the 
Stock Market from June 2020 through Jan 2021. 
 

Hopefully when Covid-19 slows, we can get back to 
normal with both Educational Classes and social/
boating events. 
 
  Treas. Harry Barnes, AP 

 

 
 
 

Treasurer 
Cdr Harry Barnes, AP 
harryjbarnes@yahoo.com 
 

Asst: 1st/Lt Joe Poplstein, AP 
jpoplstein1@gmail.com 

GET YOUR GEAR ON!! 
 
Anyone interested in shirts, hats, name tags and 
other NCOSPS logo items, please contact P/C 
Mary Glassco, N for order form and information. 
   

glassco3727@att.net.    440-503-1915 

 

http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/


 

 

DON’T FORGET!!  
THE PERSONALIZED  

USPS Ohio license plate...   
IS AVAILABLE NOW! 

The Ohio squadrons were successful in the final development of a auto license plate for purchase.   
The plate can be ordered at the BMV, and online as well for an additional $25.00.   ohio.state.gov/license.  

 

The proceeds of the license plate sales go directly to the Ohio squadrons for educational purposes.   
So at your next renewal, or purchase of a new vehicle, inquire about the NEW USPS License Plate!   

 

Another way to promote and support your squadron.! 

 
 

Executive/Membership meetings  
2nd Wednesday/month September thru May 

  7 :00   PM Meeting 
CURRENTLY VIA ZOOM  

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
EMAIL Commander Barnes for details 
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SUNSHINE ,  
     GOOD WISHES  
 and CONDOLENCES
  

  

A welcoming sunrise,  
calm seas and restful sunsets… 
 
...God bless all our friends and their families….  

 Jerry Nagy  undergoing some testing. Our prayers for 
positive results. 
 

Condolences to P/D/C Dave Rickard’s Wife Eileen and  
their family and many friends on his passing.    
They are members of the Berea Squadron. 
Dave will be missed throughout USPS on all levels.  
Dave and Eileen are Associate members and dear 
friends of NCOSPS. 
 

Be well friends! 
 

Please notify the Commander, Secretary or  
Sunshine chair,   Lt Corey Nieding. 

coreynieding@gmail.com   Or 440-668-0765  
with notices of needed sunshine for illness, surgeries, 
accidents or deaths, or GOOD news announcements to 
be included in   The Currents. 

CELEBRATE!      CELEBRATE!  
 DANCE TO THE MUSIC! 
  
   MARCH         
 

03/06  Linda Brown 
 

 APRIL 
 

04/01  Elisabeth Corrigan 
04/02  Jo Beckwith 
04/02  Dorothy Walls 
04/06  Tom Vincent 
04/06  Theresa Thompson 
04/08  Virginia Suda 
04/15  Catherine DeCoske 
04/16  Mary Blair Matejczyk 
04/23  Joseph T Burke 

 
      

 

ATTENTION  ALL  MEMBERS 
 

You can find the D7 website at:  http://d7usps.org 
 

You can find the NCOSPS website at:    http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/  

                                    Website:  http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/ 
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Secretary’s Department 
Lt/C Bradley Barton, SN IN  
Bradley.barton1961@gmail.com 
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Patience 
 

“Nothing, absolutely nothing is half so much worth doing as simply messing about with boats.” Said Mr. 
Rat to Mr. Mole.  That may not be absolutely true, but it sure seems an activity to promote philosophical 
reverie.   
 

My boating career began on Grand Lake St. Mary’s, in west central Ohio.  A little puddle with a unique 
history, my proximity to it allowed for the occasional foray on OP boats, (other people’s boats, if that need 
be said.)  After a number of power boat rides, in my early 30’s sailboats became interesting to me, and we 
made the leap at age 35 with an inexpensive model.  I got hooked on the beauty and tranquility of sailing, 
not to mention racing.  The air foil effect – working with Mother Nature, using the interplay of the forces 
involved one can go anywhere, for free.  Six years later we stepped up to our current boat and have taken 
her to big water from the Great Lakes to Florida. 
 

So the thing since moving to Cleveland has been, “When are you going to bring your boat up here?” And, 
boy would it be nice to get a bigger boat to take those two little grandsons out on. 
 

But, I learned late last season, another year of obligation to our old club has to be served.  I was treasurer 
a ways back, and have been on the board for years since.  I could just quit, but that would be bad form. 
So we’ll leave the CORK down at St. Marys one more year.  The summer tour from Erie to Superior will 
have to wait. The bigger boat will have to wait.  And I suspect the boys should be out of diapers before 
sailing lessons begin, anyway. 
 

Patience will have to be engaged.  If the pandemic teaches us anything, patience might be it.  All the 
goals remain – the Great Lakes, the Atlantic circle, the Mediterranean, the Caribbean, seeing the Milky 
Way from a boat with no lights around, but not right now.  As time goes by, I realize I may run out of 
years.  So be it.  We can still mess about with boats.  And of the goals, patience my friend. Patience.   
 

Be well, 
BB 



 

 

United States Power Squadrons® 

THE NEW AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB APP! 
 
National has developed an “America’s Boating Club” Application.  You can put it on your phone, laptop or com-
puter. 
 

The above flyer notes how you can download the application and it is amazingly easy. 
I think this flyer should be given to each ABC student, at every Jump Start Class and every VSC. 
It is free to the public, it is useful and it will keep the “American Boating Club” Logo in the boaters face every time 
they use it. 
 

A brief Summary of the application: 
 

 The application has 6 programmed icons:  My Location, Emergency, My Log/Float Plan, References, Online 
Information, Bienvenido. 

 

 The “My Location” icon takes you directly to a map on your phone and it gives you your:  Lat & Long, Bear-
ing, Speed. 

 

 The “Emergency” icon lets you “Call for Help” (Instructions on how to use the radio), “Visual Distress Sig-
nals” (Gives examples of various VDS are available), and “Medical Emergency” which shows various first aide 
techniques. 

 

 The “My Log/Float Plan” gives you a template for a float plan and the ability to send it to friends or 
       family. 
 

 The “References” icon is like the ABC Course on your phone:  Glossary, Knots, Buoys, Tide Charts, Naviga-
tion Lights, Marian Safety, Nautical Flags, and a few others. 

 

 The “On-line” icon describes:  Membership, Ship Store, Boating Events and local squadrons. 
 

 The “Bienvenido” icon is the Boating Club Flyer in Spanish. 
 

I believe this ABC Mobile APP is an excellent marketing tool and it can benefit squadron members and your fel-
low boaters. 
 

Hope everyone found this article useful, 
Respectfully submitted,  P/C Jim Mason, SN 

www.usps.org                  Page 10 
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A note from the CURRENTS Editor! 
 
 
I have been considering making some changes to our newsletter. And over the next 
few issues you will notice a difference in formatting, departments, page layout, focus 
groups, etc..  Shake it up a bit. 
 

We had a most difficult year for our normal squadron activities.  I hope we have 
learned something in the process.  Don’t take for granted the norm, become compla-
cent.  Be ready to adjust those sails, change direction.  Don’t whine! 
 

I would like some input, if you have any suggestions.  And, if there is something you 
particularly like, let me know that, too.  Feedback is huge!  
   

I would also like to thank and congratulate our bridge and committee chairs for a 
great year in communications!    
 

Everyone was committed to deadlines, and wrote very interesting, creative, informa-
tive and  engaging articles for the CURRENTS.  Consequently, NCOSPS has been 
awarded the Outstanding Communicator Award for both the CURRENTS newsletter 
as well as the NCO Website.  Thank you to Irene Rodriguez and Twila Hauck for 
keeping the website up to date. 
 

Keep in mind this is your newsletter.  We want you to get the information you want 
and need.   If you find you would like more info on education, legislative, social,  or 
general boating, let me know.  The information highway has two lanes and they run 
both ways! 
 

Also, if you have a hankering for writing, sharing stories, photographs, report on 
something you think would be beneficial to our members, a hot topic to share, please 
don’t hesitate to submit to me,  preferably in Word.    
 
Deadline for articles and submissions is inside the front cover. 
 
As always, photos of anything boating related, in your travels or family fun, be en-
couraged to share.   
 
I look forward to some of your ideas!   
 
  Have a wonderful summer!         P/C Susan Rothacker, P, Editor 
 

http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

MERIT MARKS AWARDED 2020 
 
 Harry Barnes   Michael Harcar, Jr  Joseph Poplstein 
 
 Kay Barnes   Twila Hauck   Susan Rothacker 
 
 Anita Barton   James Holcepl   Jack Salisbury 
 
 Bradley Barton   Julie Holcepl   Ann Sartin 
 
 Neal Casbean   David Kinkaid   Robert Thompson 
 
 James Christman  Franklin Kutz   Theresa Thompson 
 
 Elisabeth Corrigan  Elliott Manke   Leslie Tighe 
 
 Tom Corrigan   James Mason   Thomas Vincent 
 
 Kenneth Elliott   Jerry Nagy (25)   Dorothy Walls 
 
 Mary Glassco   Corey Nieding   Karen Walsh 
 
 Liz Glassell   Jon Paulus   Michael Walsh 

 
Congratulations to the 33 members of NCO listed above who earned a Merit Mark  

for contributing a minimum of 15 hours service for USPS this past year. 
 

Even though it was a unique year, there was still much work to do. 
NCOSPS still functioned the best we could.   

Thank you for hanging in there with us.   
 
 

The life blood of any organization 
 is membership and participation. 

Thank you for doing your part. 
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RIVERBELLES  
EVENT CALENDAR   2020-2021 

 

Meeting Agenda Items:   
 

Please remember to email me 2 weeks PRIOR to the 
meeting date with your discussion items so I may re-
view and include on the agenda.   
 

All plans subject to change . 
 

Thank you!   Kay 

                                  NCOS&PS  —  CURRENTS 

 

2020     Officers & Chairs   2021 
 

Kay Barnes, President 
216-780-8872 

kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com 
 

Pat Dever,  Vice President 
440-221-0854 

pdever2027@yahoo.com 
 

Theresa Thompson , Secretary 
586-713-0827 

nurse4658@aol.com 
 

Ann Sartin, Treasurer 
440-213-6542 

annsartin@sbcglobal.net 
 

Gail Ahlers, Sunshine & Phone calls 
H 216-228-8729 

Lgahlers@aol.com 
 

Kate Mott/Susan Rothacker 
Photography/Historian 

Photos to: sjrothacker@aol.com 
 

Kate Mott, Charity 
216-470-9278 

 

Mary Glassco, Roster 
C 440-503-1915 / glassco3727@att.net 

Be sure to let Mary know of any changes! 
 
 

Kay Barnes, Fundraising 
 

Pat Dever, Theater 
 

Twila Hauck, Facebook 
 

  APRIL   
 

 April 8 Theresa Thompson  
                
 

    HAPPY   BIRTHDAY!!!          Enjoy your special day!  
  

 

 March 5      Meeting virtual via ZOOM  5:00 P.M.  
 
  TBD          Pat Dever  Theater Event 
 
  April 7        Election Meeting-virtual  
 
  May 5         Change Of Watch 

Greetings from  Riverbelles, 
 
Happy New Year to everyone.   Hoping folks had a pleasant 
Christmas holiday.  I'm hopeful for a safer year now that vac-
cines are being administered.  We had no meetings January 
and February.  Our March 3rd and April 7th election meeting 
will continue to be Zoom Meetings.  We've enjoyed seeing 
each other in the comfort of our home, but can't wait to hug 
each other.  Hopefully we'll have a mild Winter.  Stay safe 
and warm. 
 
                                                Respectfully Submitted, 
                                                     Kay M. Barnes 
                                                    Your President  

http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/


 

 

                                EXECUTIVE   DEPARTMENT   ANNUAL   REPORT    2020-2021 
I must report that this term in office was suppressed and inactive compared to former years, because of 
the COVID-19 virus.  I attended the monthly meetings by virtual set-up on the computer by means of 
“Zoom.”   Authored ExO Dept. articles for our “Currents.”  Gave a status USCG “stand down” report of VSC 
examinations at the APYC, Venetian Marine, Sandusky, Ohio in early May at their outdoor meeting.  We 
did not have any social events.  
  

Annual IX Boat Show   January 
Assisted Berea Squadron in the set-up/dismantling of the USPS booth at the show where we promote our 
forthcoming Safe Boating classes within D/7 and of course publicize “America’s Boating Club.”   Then the 
pandemic curtain came down.   
                                                                                                                                                                      

Vessel Safety Checks 
We were for most part of the year on “stand-down” instructions by the USCG and USCG Auxiliary not to 
perform any VSC’s because of the pandemic.  Strict protective health rules like the availability of hand san-
itizer, handling of equipment to be inspected, face masks, close distancing, taking photos by I-phone, and 
even the elderly age factor of the examiner were in effect and difficult to abide by.  However, four examin-
ers completed some inspections and they are: 
 

                                        Performed          Passed                            
P/D/C Holcepl                          1                   1          P/C Mason did 2 but they were not reported. 
P/R/C Manke                           8                      7          P/C Mason performed 6 Jump Starts. 
Lt. Salisbury                           21                    19         At CYC   in a clandestine way.  Same way for Manke.                 
 

BOD at National has stated that VSC examiners who did not perform any VSC’s for 2020 will retain their 
certification going into the year 2021. 
  

Safe Boating Week                                            Nothing     Dead in the water! 
 

Co-Op Charting        No site inspections or submittal of geodetic or structural observations/readings. 
 

I was involved in the USPS Strategic Transition Plan in August with my R/C Al Furtato, SN, being a mem-
ber of the Nat. Safety Committee.   I participated in the virtual VSC Examiner Training Workshop on 16 
Sept., 2020 conducted by USCG Aux. member David Fuller.  On 15 Sept., 2020 I participated in a Nat. En-
vironmental Committee virtual meeting conducted by R/C Steve Gatten, SN. 
 

Respectfully submitted and hoping for a revival year in 2021, 
Lt./C  Elliott L. Manke,  JN  IN  

Annual Treasurer's Report 2020– 2021 
I am pleased to report that as of Jan. 31, 2021 North Coast Ohio Sail and Power Squadron (NCOSPS) cur-
rently has a cash balance in our Operating Account of $9,312.23; a cash balance in our Bar Tokens Ac-
count of $498.08; a balance in our Education Fund of $3,116.11; a balance in our Building Fund of 
$6,599.64; and a balance of $4,720.00 in TFS Financial Stocks. That gives us total assets of $24,249.06. 
This is a Net decrease of $1,085.63 since my 2019-2020 Annual Treasurer’s Report.  
This decrease is due to $630 drop in stock and about $450 drop in checking account.  
We have remained on budget for spending this past year but due to Covid-19, our income from 
classes and membership has decreased slightly. 
 

We are current on all our filings with IRS and State of Ohio re: Non Profit Organization status. 
I meet with Joe Poplstein regularly to review our books and provide him with bills from National 
Headquarters. Requests for reimbursement still go directly to Joe, but I appreciate an email copy just 
for heads up purposes. 
 

Thanks to Joe Poplstein for agreeing to join me for another year as your Assistant Treasurer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lt/C Harry J. Barnes, AP 
Treasurer 
Jan. 31, 2021 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER ANNUAL REPORT-ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
As Administrative Officer for the North Coast Ohio Sail and Power Squadron (NCOSPS) my responsibili-
ties include but are not limited to: 
Membership 
Membership Involvement 
Boating Activities 
Meetings and Programs 
Entertainment 
Operations Training 
As directed by the Commander 
 
The 2020 year started with the Covid-19 pandemic.  Due to this most events sadly were canceled after 
many hours of planning.  Our only event was our annual Steak and Lobster Roast held At CYC Septem-
ber 26, 2020. It was a success.  Everyone was safe, we made money, our Commander Harry Barnes 
ordered the beautiful weather, and the food was delicious. Under Tom Corrigan's direction an Eagle 
Scout made a bench for our Squadron to use when we run the simulator.  I had a great team of helpers 
that I would like to thank.   
Jerry Nagy for procuring CYC. 
Neal Casbean-our food shopper and the best grill master. 
Susan Rothacker for shopping and wrapping food items to ensure our member's safety, and time spent 
on the phone with me reviewing safety protocols. She also helped with set up and distributing dinners. 
Everyone who contributed baskets. 
Leslie Tighe for helping me with our 50/50 and basket raffles, and helping me set up. 
Karen Walsh for help setting up. She and Mike Walsh helped distribute dinners.  
 

Membership: 
Our membership started in March 2020 with 87 members.  Our total as of January 23, 2021 is 80.  I've 
made phone calls, sent letters, and an e-mail to members in arrears.  7 members joined since my at-
tempts.  We welcome new members.  Hopefully when our ABC boating classes resume, vessel safety 
checks, and jump starts, we will gain new members.  We encourage new boaters to gain knowledge on 
our waters.  
 

Member Involvement: 
We continue to encourage our members to participate in squadron activities and events. Member in-
volvement keeps our organization strong. Once an event is planned, members are informed via e-mails, 
flyers, and phone calls if needed.  Our monthly meetings were held virtually on Zoom the second 
Wednesday of each month September 2020 and will continue through May 2021.  We encourage all 
members to participate in discussion,  recommendations, and planning of events.  
 

Boating Activities: 
A planned July NCOSPS Vermilion Rendezvous was planned.  The event was canceled due to COVID. 
Commander Harry Barnes, myself, Ken and Deb Elliott participated at Berea's Huron Boat Basin Ren-
dezvous August 21-23.  Harry and I also participated in the D7  Rendezvous at Middle Bass Island 
Yacht Club July 31-August 2.   
 

Meetings and Programs: 
The monthly Ex-Committee meetings will continue virtually on Zoom through May 2021.  Hopefully re-
starting in the Fall in person. 
 
Events: 
Spring District Conference-April 2020 
It was also cancelled. 
 
 



 

 

ADO… 
 

NCOSPS COW 
It was virtual in May 2020. 
 
A Friday night dinner at Merwin's Wharf  in the Flats and a Dinner/ listen to music on the lawn at Bar Louie 
at Legacy were both canceled.  Anita Barton was helping with the Eastside Friday dinner event. 
Steak and Lobster Dinner at CYC Sept. 26 was attended by 30 people. 
 

Christmas Charity Event: 
Unfortunately, we canceled our Christmas get together due to Covid.  We did collect toys for Toys for 
Tots.  Thank you to all that donated and to Ken Elliott for delivering our Eastside contributions. 
 

Boat Show-January 14-24 
It was a virtual event 
 

Founder's Day- February 
Berea canceled the event. 
 
In closing the year was challenging.  I'm hoping the second half of this 2021 will allow us to enjoy family 
and fellowship once again.   
                                                            
     Respectively Submitted, 
                                                      Lt./C Kay M. Barnes,S 

Secretary’s Annual Report 19 April 2020 through 31 Jan 2021 
 
Thank you to everyone at NCOSPS for the honor of serving at your Secretary during this past year. As 
many of you know, it is my first here at NCO.  There have been many things for me to learn as to how 
things are done and I thank all for their assistance and patience. 
 

The word resilience comes to mind, as I think of what the year has wrought.  Even with most things can-
celed due to the pandemic, we have done what we can – and what we must to stay in touch and safe last 
year. 
 

Thank you to those in the Secretary’s Department for keeping the wheels turning: 
P/D/C Twila Hauck, SN takes care of our computer needs, and is the Assistant Webmaster, as well as 
she who maintains the roster.   
 

D/Lt//C James Mason, SN is our D7 News Correspondent.  Thanks Jim, and we hope to have more news 
soon. 
 

P/C Susan Rothacker, P edits and publishes the “Currents” newsletter, the main thread of cohesion for 
the group, and one of the most important roles. 
 

Lt Jon Paulus, AP is our Historian.  We surely are still making history. 
 

Lt/C Jill Snellman serves as Photographer.  We hope to have more to photograph in the year to come, no 
doubt. 
 

Lt Corey Nieding, S is in charge of Sunshine, which I see is shining at present. Thanks for that Corey. 
 
And P/D/Lt/C Irene Rodriguez SN is our webmaster, another vital role these days. 
 

The friends we have in NCOSPS are very important to Anita and me.  Thank you again for everything.  
We look forward to more squadron fun and friendship in the future. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
P/C Brad Barton SN-IN, Secretary 
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COMMANDER’S ANNUAL REPORT, 19 April, 2020 thru 31 Jan. 2021 
 
Let me begin by telling you it has been an honor to serve as Commander of North Coast Ohio Sail and 
Power Squadron this past year. Any accomplishments bestowed upon NCOSPS are due to the hard work 
of the Bridge and Line Officers, and the loyal members of NCO. 
 

My command began with the 53rd COW scheduled for Edgewater Yacht Club on March 21, 2020 but the 
affair was cancelled due to the state wide shutdown by Gov. Mike DeWine for COVID 19. Instead, NCO 
held their first Virtual COW on May 13, 2020. My thanks to PDC Barb Spraggins, SN for conducting the 
ceremony. 
 

April began with the D-7 Spring Conference being cancelled and a Virtual Installation of D/C Lynda Leque, 
SN was held on Apr. 5, 2020. 
 

May began with the US Coast Guard issuing a Shutdown order for all VSC followed by a cancellation of 
the Annual Memorial Day Wreath Throwing Celebration upon the USS Cod. May includes National Safe 
Boating Week during which we traditionally kick off VSC season with many of our examiners gathering at 
CYC for a day of boat checks organized by Jack Salisbury, this too was postponed 3 times and finally 
cancelled. 
 

June saw the cancellation of all weekend VSC at all north coast marinas. Jim Mason and a couple of  
our members did help out several new boaters with Jump Starts while maintaining ‘Social Distancing’,  
a new concept to all of us. NCO did participate in a Green Team Cleanup in Bay Village along the creek  
in Cahoon Park. Masks were worn by all participants. 
 

July was a total washout due to high COVID counts throughout the country. 
 

August began with a 3-4 day D-7 Rendezvous to Middle Bass Island. Fun was had by all who attended. 
Thanks to MBI Yacht Club for joining with us for Friday Night Pizza and inviting us to join their Saturday 
Night Steak Fry. Once again ‘Social Distancing’ was observed and masks were worn by all. Aug 21-23 
Berea P.S. invited NCO to their Huron Boat Basin Rendezvous. A small but fun event with about 10 boats 
involved. 
 

Sept 9th marked the restart of our monthly ExCom meetings but now they were on ZOOM, a virtual  
meeting. That was our first meeting since February, it was great seeing all the regular faces if only on the 
computer. Next would have been the National Governing Board Meeting in Raleigh , NC, but that too was 
cancelled. On Sept 26th we did finally have our Annual Steak and Lobster Bake at CYC. Thanks to Neal 
Casbean for cooking, Kay Barnes and Susan Rothacker our planners, and Jerry Nagy for our beautiful 
location. The Riverbelles helped with our basket and 50/50 raffles. Although we only had 30 people at-
tend, it was a financial success and it was great seeing those how choose to attend. The picnic tables 
were set for 4 people each and food was brought to each table minimizing congregating. Also thanks to all 
who contributed baskets for the raffle. 
 

October ExCom meeting was held via Zoom on the 14th and boating season came to an end. At this point 
I realized the only good thing to come from COVID was the large increase in new boaters.  Hopefully 
when it ends we will find many eager ABC students and maybe some new members. 
 

November began with the D-7 Fall Conference being cancelled. Our monthly meeting was held Nov 11th 
via Zoom. NCO did receive 33 Merit Marks, Jerry Nagy received his 25th Merit Mark to earn his Life Mem-
ber status. 
 

Our NCO Christmas Charity Dinner was canceled but we did collect Toys for Tots. On Dec 9th we held 
our monthly Zoom meeting and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  We had 19 
members in attendance at the Dec Zoom meeting, more than we averaged at our meetings at Houlihan’s. 
 

January ExCom meeting was held on the 13th still via Zoom. The Cleveland Boat Show scheduled for Jan 
14-18 was extended through the 23rd and entirely on line. A truly new concept where you check out the 
boats and see exhibits on your computer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cdr Harry Barnes, AP 
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DATE  EVENT / LOCATION 
  
 

Dreams that DO come true! 
 
 
 
 
Rendezvous Vermilion, Kelley’s, North Channel…? 
 

Steak and Lobster Roast and Raffle! 
 

Live monthly meetings… 
 

Friday night dinners…? 
 

D7 Cruise... 
 

HUGGS!!! 
 

Unmasking! 
 
?????? STAND BY! 

NORTH COAST OHIO SAIL and POWER SQUADRON 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS for 2021/2022 

For Boaters, by Boaters℠  

DATE  EVENT / LOCATION 
 
  

Mar  10 NCOSPS Change of Watch 

  Virtual/Zoom 
 

Mar 14  Don’t forget-Spring Forward 1 hour! 
 

Apr 4  Easter Rejoice! 
           He is Risen! 
 

April 9-11 D/7 Spring Conference  Virtual 
 

April 14 NCO monthly ZOOM meeting 7 PM* 
 

May  TBA-Welcome back picnic 
 

May12  NCO monthly ZOOM meeting 7PM* 
 

May 22-29 Safe boating week 
 

May 22 VSC CYC 9 A.M. 
 

May 31 Memorial Day-U.S.S.COD 
 

June  TBA Rendezvous  
 

June 5  VSC CYC Foul weather date 
 

July 24  Parade of LIGHTS!  Cleveland Flats 
 

October 2021  PENTA Conference-FIVE districts- 
    ONE Conference!-Kalahari Resorts 
 

All dates/events are subject to change 
 

America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons® 

                                                              © United States Power Squadrons®                 

Events:     Admin : Lt/C Kay Barnes, S 
   216-780-8872  kaymacrdh@yahoo.com 
 
   Commander Harry Barnes, AP 
    440-653-1445   harryjbarnes@yahoo.com  

Classes:   SEO: Lt/C Robert Thompson, AP   
   440-930-2594  rthompson@bluesparktechnologies.com 
 
 

   Asst SEO:  P/Lt/C Jim Christman, N     
   440-537-4800      jimjwc@hotmail.com 

When in doubt, call for Details.… 

www.usps.org                   
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