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As New York Yankee catcher Yogi Berra used to say. “It ain’t
over till the fat lady sings”. Sitting here in front of my *%
^#!! computer [I swear it has a mind of its own] and writing
what will be my last report as Commander of North Coast
Ohio Sail and Power Squadron, many subjects go through my
mind as to what to say. The one thing I must say is “Thank
You” to all of the North Coast Ohio (NCO) members, Bridge
Officers and other Executive Committee members that supported me through these past two years. Without your support it would not have been fun and meaningful. I have enjoyed getting to make new friends and spending time with
old friends as well. I have had the opportunity to work with
some of the best people one could hope to meet. Again,
with much gratitude, “Thank You !”
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However, I thought I would now just fade away like General
Douglas MacArthur (stated in his farewell address to the U.S.
Congress back in the early ‘50’s. He had been
“canned” [fired] by President Harry Truman during the
Korean War. He stated “Old Soldiers never die, they just fade
away.” There was an old military barracks’ ballad song that
lyric those words which became popular at that time as a
Top 10 tune back in the ‘50’s. Titled “Old Soldiers Never Die,
They Just Fade Away” was sung by singer Johnny Rae. Do
you remember the melody? I do. But I cannot fade away
because I have been nominated again to become Executive
Officer for the next NCO Bridge.
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The 2019 LEMTA Cleveland Boat Show at the IX Center was a
“whitewash” I understand because of winter storm “Harper.”
If the Detroit Auto Show can make an executive decision to
change because of severe arctic weather conditions usually
during this time of year in Detroit to June, 2020 for having
the next auto show, why can’t we change our boat show to
early April in 2020? The conflict is that we promote our ABC
classes that usually begin in late January or February. We
could if we would “bunch” our classes into two classes a
week, note one class a week after the show in early April,
therefore completing the classes before Memorial Day and
the boating season. Just a provoking thought I am throwing
out there.

April 1
June 1
August 1
October 1
December 1
February 1

Editor: P/C James E. Mason, SN
jmason1626@cox.net
216-905-7234

Twitter.com/RRSPSquadron/

During my tenure I demanded and pushed for our Safe Boating
ABC classes. Thanks to our Educational Officer Lt/C Jim Christman, N & his cadre of experienced & informed instructors, who
performed over and above the call of duty, met that demand.

Facebook.com/northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron

www.usps.org
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ABC classes were in part to recruit new members .We did
gain a few but not a significant number. I think we did accomplish our core value, purpose, and duty for ALL of us
boaters to feel secure, more aware, more responsible. It is
rewarding that we helped the new boaters to feel the same
out on the open waters.

CELEBRATE! CELEBRATE!
DANCE TO THE MUSIC!
March

Linda Brown
Larry Novak

April

I return to my departing hopefully inspiring message. First,
take a good deep breath from your diaphragm without
raising your shoulders. This is the best way to confront the
2019 boating season and to anticipate the workload ahead.
We will be broadcasting “America’s Boating Club” message
of teaching SAFE boating, providing vessel safety checks,
and “Jump Start” instruction. And let us not forget the USPS
tripartite missions of Self Education, Civil Service, and
especially the third one of the USPS mission triangle i.e.
fraternizing with our fellow boaters.

Josephine Beckwith
Elisabeth Corrigan
Roberta Felgemacher
John MacKey
Virginia Suda
Jeff Toth
Dorothy Walls

06
26

Tony Dolejs
Cathy Schulz

25
16

02
01
13
06
08
17
02

Joseph Burke
Catherine DeCoske
Richard Happensack
Mary Blair Matejczyk
Theresa Thompson
Thomas Vincent

23
15
16
16
06
06

HAPPY, HAPPY, HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!!

On Sunday, 31 March, 2019 Harry Barnes “Will take over
the Helm”. I know Harry will be a fine Commander. He has
a keen sense for wanting to move the Squadron forward
and at the same time have fun doing it. I hope to see you
all at the Change of Watch. Thank you again for your support. Remember the best Safety item you can have on the
boat is an educated Captain.
I will leave you with the words of the prophet Micah 6:8
from the Old Testament. “He has showed you, O man, what
is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your
God.” [NIV]

Executive Department
Lt/C Mary Glassco, N
glassco3727@att.net

It does not get any more explicit than that.
Thank you for the privilege of serving.
Calm Seas and Fair Winds,
Elliott

USPS NEEDS TO DO MORE SAFE BOATING EDUCATING
According to the non-profit group “Great Lakes Surf Rescue
Project,” there was a record of at least 110 suspected
drowning deaths in the Great Lakes during 2018. The next
highest years were the 99 drownings in both 2012 and
2016. Many of these deaths were caused by ill-informed
swimmers about beach water wave/current conditions and
also a very fair share were caused in unsafe severe/sudden
storm boating incidents.

Save-a-Date
D/7 SPRING CONFERENCE
AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB ®

This past summer there were heard and seen for the first
time on radio and TV weather forecasts warnings of possible
“rip” tide currents along our Lake Erie shoreline besides the
usual “small craft” warnings. Many people do not pay
attention to these circumstances because they think it
doesn’t mean them, and go forth to the beach or out
boating no matter what.

APRIL 5-7 2019
The Holiday Inn Cleveland South
Independence, Ohio
Celebrate Spring: Derby Party with Races & Food Stations
Derby Food Bet on Your Favorite Horse
You May WIN and so will our District
Enjoy Exciting Speakers
TBA Come and celebrate our District's Change of Watch!

Education is the requirement. The Red Cross and YMCA can
teach them to swim to prevent drowning. USPS can teach
Safe Boating techniques through our ABC classes to avoid
drowning from boating accidents. As we teach in our weather class, ”KNOW BEFORE YOU GO.”

Registration for D7 Conference on Page 17
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We are going to start our celebration on March 2, 2019 at the Music Box Supper club where we will be entertained by the Dublin
City Ramblers - Ireland’s No. 1 Ballad & Folk Group. We have reserved a table for our group. The doors will open at 6:00 pm and
the show will start at 7:00 pm. Food will be available for purchase.
Watch your email for more information coming soon.

Administrative Department

Also coming in March is Change of Watch. Change of Watch
(COW) will be held at Edgewater Yacht Club as a luncheon, Sun
March 31st. More information and details will be coming out soon
so watch your email for details and information. As many of you
know, any event held at Edgewater Yacht Club is always a fun
event. It’s a great facility and the food is good, but the view of the
marina is what makes it great!

Lt/C Dennis Boylan, P
denjb@yahoo.com

Asst: 1st/Lt Marcie Hopkins
Marcie.Hopkins@onbase.com

So here we sit, on writing this for a month’s-ahead deadline, in the
middle middle of winter, cold, snow and ice. The biggest topic
right now is the Polar Vortex and the 90% ice formed on the lake.
Its interesting to see the folks on the Bass islands are enjoying this
and are excited about the ice forming in the harbor. Me? I cannot
wait till it melts and the sun is out, and we are motoring over to
enjoy the day or the weekend on the islands!
But not to despair! There are still things to do, things to see and
things to enjoy while we sit and watch ice melt.
For those of you who attended the Annual Chili Cook-off in January
got to experience a great evening of food, fun and Friends! We
were at John Christ Winery enjoying their wine, the snacks that so
many people brought and of course the great chili from those who
entered the contest! Since this was open to the district, it was
good to see that Wayne Powers from the Berea squadron won this
year’s contest!
It will not be long before we are all heading back to the marinas on
those sunny days in early March to check on the boats and begin
the planning and preparation for the 2019 Boating season. Even
though we are not yet on the water, making sure we get done
what needs to be done will make the season more enjoyable.
I have always enjoyed this quote from Francis Stokes and wanted
to share it with you all. "Whenever your preparations for the sea
are poor; the sea worms its way in and finds the problems. So that
little bit of caulk that you forget to do, the sea will find its way in!
We have a few events planned for the coming months and more to
be working in. By the time this is published we will have conducted
our Annual Meeting. We will have reviewed the business plans and
elected the Bridge Officers for the 2019 year. Thanks to all of you
who attended.
In March we have a few events planned and more to come. The
First event will be to begin the celebration near and dear to many
of us -- Saint Patrick’s Day! Here are a few minor notes about
Saint Patrick’s Day:
St. Patrick's Day celebrates the Roman Catholic
feast day of the patron saint of Ireland. St. Patrick died on
March 17, 461.
The leaves of four-leaf clovers are said to
stand for faith, hope, love, and luck. It's often
said that Ireland is home to more four-leaf clovers than any other place, giving meaning to the
phrase "the luck of the Irish." If you're lucky
enough to find a four-leaf clover, look for more!
Corn beef and cabbage: This is an Irish American
dish. Irish Americans were so poor they could not afford
certain meals. On St. Patrick's Day, the best meal they
could afford was beef and cabbage. It became a staple for
the holiday.
www.usps.org

We are actively working on finding and setting up some of Friday evening dinners which have always been successful. If anyone has any suggestions or recommendations let us know.
And with that, I end with my son’s favorite person Winnie the
Pooh (A. A. Milne, author) who offers us some thoughts about
his boat.
"Now then, Pooh," said Christopher Robin, "where's your boat?"
"I ought to say," explained Pooh as they walked down to the shore
of the island, "that it isn't just an ordinary sort of boat. Sometimes
it's a Boat, and sometimes it's more of an Accident. It all depends."
"Depends on what?"
"On whether I'm on the top of it or underneath it."

Treasurer

Lt/C Harry Barnes, P

harryjbarnes@yahoo.com

Asst: 1st/Lt Joe Poplstein, AP
jpoplstein1@gmail.com

As I write this article, the temperature outside is
BELOW ZERO for the second day in a row reminding me why we
love boating in the summer. The Boat Show and Chile Cook-off
have passed and Founders Day will have happened. I hope many
of our members were able to enjoy them.
As of Feb 1, 2019, we show in increase of $2,211.03 in our checking account this fiscal year. Our Total Assets stand at $23,955.27
up YTD $3221.70. Since my last article NCOSPS has added two new
members - James Jewett and Anthony Hounshell. In addition we
have two prior members in the process of reinstatement. We
finished 2018 with eleven new members plus eight transfers from
Cleveland Squadron.
Remember to mark your calendar for Mar. 31, 2019 at 11:30 am
and place your reservations for the Change of Watch to Dennis
Boylan. Your Commander- Elect would love to see a large turnout
to start the New Year.
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Educational Department
Lt/C James Christman, N
jimjwc@hotmail.com

Asst: 1st/Lt Robert Thompson, P

rthompson@bluesparktechnologies.com
Article: 1st/Lt Robert Thompson, P
I’m writing this article a couple of days after Theresa and my
return from our annual winter extended weekend mini-vacation in
Chicago. We began taking this trip nine years ago when our
youngest son was an undergraduate student at the University of
Chicago. This gave us the opportunity to see our son as well as
taking in a number of Chicago’s top attractions at a time of the
year when there are fewer tourists. We typically stay at a small
hotel one block east of Michigan Avenue’s “Magnificent Mile” so
we can be within easy walking distance from some of our favorite
“Near North” restaurants and shops. As I’m responsible for making the hotel reservations our Chicago winter mini vacation weekend always seems to coincide with, surprise! / surprise!, the Chicago Boat and Camper Show at McCormick Place. We take this
opportunity to spend at least a half day or more walking the Boat
Show looking at all the newest boats and boating equipment.

With the thought of an accidental boat sinking in mind when we
came home from our Chicago mini-vacation I made it a point to of
going through our boat’s “ditch bag” to see what was in it and
whether anything needed to be replaced. Over the years, we
have been relatively conscientious about replacing the batteries in
our portable electronic devices at least once a year with fresh
batteries, including those items kept permanently in our “ditch
bag”. The same holds true with regard to our supply of signaling
flairs in the past and now our Weems and Plath Electronic Flare
SOS Lite batteries. However in looking through the bags contents
this week I realized we hadn’t updated the bag when we moved
the boat from the Great Lakes to Chesapeake Bay. In the past I
always assumed we wouldn’t have to worry about a supply of
drinking water if our boat were to sink in the middle of Lake Huron or Lake Erie. However, now that we are keeping our boat in a
salt water environment we need to include an adequate supply of
fresh water in our emergency abandon ship bag supplies. I’m now
in the process of rectifying that situation.
=====================================================
Well, that’s enough about my mid-winter boating ruminations. In
the January / February 2019 issue of Currents Jim Christman, N
outlined our Winter/Spring class schedule.
We’re now pleased to let you know that 23 people showed up for
the ABC (America’s Boating Class in basic boating) class that started on Monday, January 28, 2019 at Rocky River’s Don Umerley
Center. The course is being taught by Dennis Boylan and Harry
Barnes.
In addition, 8 people signed up for the USPS Piloting Class at Lake
at Lakeside Yacht Club that started on Thursday, January 24, 2019.
Dave Kinkaid and Jim Christman are teaching this class.

For the past several years I’ve noticed that more and more of the
larger boats at the show (both power and sail) have incorporated
“picture windows” in the vessel’s hull. These are not portholes
but large rectangular or angular expanses of glass positioned within one or two feet of the boat’s waterline. On some of the larger
boats these windows can be five or six feet long and two or more
feet tall. Some of the “picture windows” even incorporate a
smaller round porthole in the center of the window. The portholes I’ve looked at seem to have relatively “flimsy” open/shut
locking mechanisms. Every time I see one of these boats I can’t
but to wonder how long it would take the boat to sink if a window
were broken by high seas or from an impact with another floating
object. If one of these windows were to break the boat occupants
would only have a couple of minutes to gather whatever emergency abandon ship gear they had on board before their boat
sank and they were left taking an unexpected / unanticipated
afternoon or evening swim.

At the present time we don’t have attendance information available about the ABC class Jim Holcephl will be teaching at Beaver
Park South Marina beginning on April 13, 2019.
Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have interest in
any of the other United States Power Squadron advanced courses.

SUNSHINE , GOOD WISHES
and CONDOLENCES
A welcoming sunrise, calm seas and restful sunsets
…...God bless all our friends and their families….

Recovery:
Elliott Manke tripped and broke his hip.
He is doing well in rehabilitation
——————————————————

Notify the Commander, Secretary or Sunshine chair, Lt Corey
Nieding — c_nieding@sbcglobal.net
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As to Committees beholden to the Secretary’s Department,
accolades and many thanks must be given to the following
for their hours and hours of work, all in good faith for this
VOLUNTEER organization:

Secretary’s Department

Jim Mason – Currents newsletter Editor and D/7 Correspondent
Twila Hauck – USPS Data Base updater; Roster Chairman; Social Media ‘keeper’; co-worker with our
paid Webmaster, P/D/Lt/C Irene Rodriguez, SN;
‘Designer-Extraordinaire’ for “Flyers and Announcements ‘ .
Sue Rothacker and Kate Mott – photographers
Corey Nieding – Sunshine – well, actually this is under
Commander’s Committees but I had become so used
to writing Corey to send cards FOR THE COMMANDER, I thought it was in Secretary’s Department!
As a National USPS Environment Committee member
and in co-operation with the Squadron’s Executive
Officer‘s committee I continue to foster relations
with area Green Teams for beach/waterway cleanups.
I attended D/7 Spring and Fall conferences in 2018.

Lt/C Louise Manke, AP

louiseelliott.manke@gmail.com

I join my Commander/Husband – see his article -- on
“Fading Away” . I will continue with the Squadron as Assistant Secretary to mentor your new Secretary Jill Snellman
(spouse to Jon Paulus). I hope to assist the (returning) Editor, Sue Rothacker, with The Currents, to assist your new
Historian, Jon Paulus, to assist with Merit Mark submissions
and to create a Policy Manual. You may ask, what is a Policy
Manual? It is a document available at hand that lists such
things as “Nametags” or “Description of Trophies”. Motions
that pass said policies are listed; for example, here is the
motion from 13 April, 2017 on our “Reservations Policy”:
MOTION: Harry Barnes, 2nd Dave Kincaid….Reaffirm squadron policy statement that NCO events that require advance
reservations be paid once e-mail/phone confirmation is received by the treasurer. There will be no refunds; no-shows
will be billed. PASSED.

Thank you all for your prayers and concerns for us both.
In March Elliott fell and broke his femur next to the hip socket and has more metal (not total hip replacement) to accompany that in his one knee) – a true Bionic Man!

If any one has electronically recorded
minutes from years prior, please forward them to me. Searching electronically is far easier than reading hard
copy minutes!

May you all see in everyday ordinary events *“God’s Winks
and Hugs” as we have experienced.

I have none prior to 2017.

*When God Winks at You by Squire Rushnell, Thomas Nelson, pub., 2006

Following are excerpts from my Annual Report for 2018 –
2019:

Boat Show at the IX Center
Our Commander Elect is below:
Lt/C Harry Barnes, (Soon to be AP)

Chili Cookoff
John Christ Winery
(On the right)

Mary Glassco
&
Captain Jim Dale

(Captain of the Nautica Queen)
For those of you who attended the Annual Chili Cook-off in January got to
experience a great evening of food, fun
and Friends!
There was plenty of wine, the snacks to
go around and of course the great chili
from those who entered the contest!
Since this was open to the district, it
was good to see that Wayne Powers
from the Berea squadron won this
year’s contest!
Jim Dale also was a great speaker and
entertained us all.
www.usps.org
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Thinking spring..?? I know I am.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Our up coming events are as follows.
On Sunday March 24th at 2:00pm the Riverbelles
will attend SUDS: The Rocking 60’s Musical Soap
Opera, at Clague Playhouse, Pat Dever is organizing
this wonderful event. Contact her with questions.

FEBRUARY
11 Liz Glassell
23 Mary Glassco
APRIL

Officers & Chairs
Leslie Tighe, President
Cell:440-213-6039
Home:216-521-6033
latlkwd@gmail.com
Kay Barnes
Vice President
216-780-8872
kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com

On April 3rd at 6:00 pm Kay Barnes will be hosting
our Election Meeting. This is a salad and dessert
potluck. More details will follow.

2 Jo Beckwith
6 Theresa Thompson
13 Bobbie Felgemacher

In January we said goodbye to our dear Riverbelle
sister Kathy Adamek. Kathy was not only active as
Riverbelle but a life member of the Rocky River Power Squadron, quite an accomplishment.
Kathy was also Riverbelle of the year 2010-2011.
As a Riverbelle Kathy was our “phone call reminder gal” she would call every Riverbelle every
month to remind us of our upcoming meeting or
event and to find out if we were attending. Most
of the time our phone conversations went off

Sue Lowe, Secretary
216-226-0233
sueadillo@cox.net
Ann Sartin, Treasurer
440-213-6542
annsartin@sbcglobal.net
Gail Ahlers, Sunshine
Kate Mott/Susan Rothacker,
Photography/Historian
Kate Mott, Charity
Mary Glassco, Roster
Kay Barnes, Fundraising
Pat Dever, Theater
Twila Hauck, Facebook

course as we would discuss
other issues such as family,
boating, spouses, or just
have a good laugh.
We will all certainly miss
her.

RIVERBELLES EVENT CALENDAR
First Wed Each Month Meet at Hostess Home or at event listed below
Sept 5
Oct 3
Nov 7
Dec 5

12:00
12:30
12:00
3—7pm

Leslie
Merwin’s Wharf-in the Flats
Mary G/Sue V Home of Mary G.
Sue Lowe
Waterbury Coach House, Lakewood
Leslie/Gail
Holiday Party
Rosewood Grille, 16740 Royalton Rd

2019 No Meetings in Jan. & Feb.
March 24
2:00 pm
Clague Playhouse — SUDS: Rocking 60’s Musical
April 3
6pm
Kay Barnes Salad and Desserts
May
TBD Change of Watch

440-213-6039
440-503-1915
216-226-0233
440-213-6039

216-780-8872

**Call/email/text the hostess for meeting reservations
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North Coast Ohio SPS — Order Form
For Polo Shirts and Hats
Name: _________________________________________

Date: __________________

Phone #: ______________________
Email Address: _________________________________
Please Note:
All Shirts will have the NCO Logo on the right sleeve.
All Hats will have the NCO Logo on the back strap
Only Logo Choice is on the hat (front) or shirt (Left Breast), is either:
“USPS Round Logo” or the “America’s Boating Club Logo”
Additional Sizes (above XL) are available for a $2.00 upcharge per shirt for each size above XL up to XXXL.

Shirt Selections:

QTY

EZ COTTON POLO

MENS
LADIES

COLOR

$25.95
LOGO CHOICE
USPS or America’s Boating Club

SILK TOUCH
PERFORMANCE POLO
$21.95
LOGO CHOICE
USPS or America’s Boating Club

SIZE
S—XL

SUBTOTAL

Hat Selections:
$7.95
LOGO CHOICE FOR HAT
QTY

COLOR

SUBTOTAL

USPS or America’s Boating Club

CHECKS PAYABLE TO: NCOSPS
MAIL TO: MARY GLASSCO
27097 OAKWOOD CHIRCLE, 107Z
OLMSTED TWP, OHIO 44138

TOTAL
Pre-Payment in Full is required for all orders
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The NEW — NCO Shirts and Hats — Are Here
Below are examples of what you can get:
Shirts: NCO Logo on the sleeve & your choice of the USPS Circular Logo or the America’s Boating
Club logo on the left breast.
Hats: NCO Logo on the back and the same two choices on the front
Check out the Colors, shirts & hats on the next page
Silk Touch Performance Polo

EZ Cotton Polo

Wicks moisture, resists snags and thanks to
PosiCharge® technology, holds onto its color for a professional look that lasts. There’s just no higher performing polo. It is a 4-ounce, 100% double knit with a
V-neck Johnny collar, self-fabric collar, tag-free label.
Set-in, open cuff sleeves, double -needle sleeve cuffs
and hem. 3- button placket with dyed-to-match
buttons.

A soft, smooth, durable 100% cotton pique, it boasts
an updated fit and a collar that resists curling. It also
resists shrinking, wrinkling, pilling and fading with
ease. It is a 5.9-ounce, 100% cotton with flat knit collar and cuffs. 3-button placket with dyes-to-match
buttons and side vents.
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PLEASE RETURN TO:
USPS/NCOSPS
P/C James Mason, SN
1626 Lakeland Ave.
Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Dated

Material

Address Service Requested

NORTH COAST OHIO SAIL and POWER SQUADRON
CALENDAR OF EVENTS for 2018
DATE

DATE

EVENT / LOCATION

March 2

Music Box Supper
Dublin City Irish Ramblers

1900

March 31

NCO Change of Watch
Edgewater Yacht Club

1130

April 5-7

D7 Conference
See Pages 10 & 11 for Details

* Dates/Locations to be confirmed, may be subject to change

When in doubt, call for Details ……

April 13,20&27 ABC Class at Beaver Park South Marina
Call the SEO for Details
May 18-24

EVENT / LOCATION

Events:

Safe Boating Week

Admin: Lt/C Dennis Boylan, P
440-350-4784
denjib@yahoo.com
Commander Elliott Manke, JN IN
216-221-2899 louiseelliott.manke@gmail.com

Classes: SEO: Lt/C Jim Christman, N
440-537-4800
jimjwc@hotmail.com
Asst SEO: 1st/Lt Robert Thompson, P
440-930-2594 rthompson@bluesparktechnologies.com

For Boaters, by Boaters℠
:

Wish to Purchase a Burgee?
Contact: Stf/C Liz Glassell, AP

Phone: 440-567-7794

