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Welcome Aboard from your Commander,

Executive Officer
Elliott Manke, JN IN

Well we have now completed our 7thd month of ‘Social
Distancing’ due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Our National Headquarters has reopened completely. D7 remains
on Coast Guard Shutdown for VSC however National
has issued a pass for examiners, no 5 VSC requirement
this year to maintain your license.
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Boating Season is quickly coming to a close and by the
time you read this article your boats are probably put to
bed for the winter. Even with COVID still raging, I have
to admit Lake Erie was pretty good to use this summer. I
hope most of you got a chance to use our great natural
resource. Kay and I enjoyed swimming off the boat with
our grandchildren and kayaking on the Rocky River. We
even got 6 pictures of bridges and markers on the river
to assure NCO got credit for participating in Geodetic
Surveys.

North Ridgeville, OH 44039
440-537-4800
rthompson@bluesparktechnologies.com jimjwc@hotmail.com

Administrative Officer
Kay Barnes, S

Assistant
Susan J Rothacker, P

kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com

sjrothacker@aol.com

29605 Osborn Rd
Bay Village OH 44140
1-216-780-8872

33883 Maple Ridge Blvd
Avon, OH 44011
440-315-1206

Secretary
Bradley Barton, SN, IN

Assistant
Jill Snellman

Bradley.barton1961@gmail.com

jillsnellman@yahoo.com

5132 Mayview Rd
Lyndhurst OH 44124

Treasurer
Harry Barnes, AP

29605 Osborn Rd.
Bay Village, OH 44140
440-653-1445
harryjbarnes@yahoo.com

Hopefully you are aware that NCO restarted our monthly
meeting in September using Zoom Meetings. Attendance was good with only a couple technical difficulties.
Everyone is welcome to participate using your computer
or smart phone. It is a chance to see those who have
had to remain apart due to COVID-19. As of now, I plan
to continue regular Zoom Meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. They last about 40 minutes.
Due to the age of most of our members, I feel it would
be unwise to meet inside without room to Social Distance. I hope everyone understands, BE SAFE, NOT
SORRY.
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Bob Thompson is working with our instructors to resume our canceled ABC Classes for both the east and
west side classes and completing testing from our March
Rocky River Class. David Kinkaid has offered us the
use of Lakeside Y.C. to teach classes and Bob Thompson is reserving our usual Rocky River site for a Jan/Feb
ABC course.
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Well we finally scheduled an event this year and did not
have to cancel. Thanks to Neal Casbean, Susan
Rothacker, Kay Barnes and Jerry Nagy plus many
others NCO did have our annual Steak and Lobster
Roast outside at CYC with Social Distancing and plenty
of safety precautions. Weather was fabulous (I am taking credit for that) and food was great. Although only 32
attended, fun was had by all and we turned our best
profit in many years. Thanks to those who donated baskets.

440-315-1206

twitter.com/NCOSPSquadron@NCOSPSquadron
Facebook.com/northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron
www.usps.org
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D7 was presented a beautiful bench to use with the
Simulator. Paul Rossander made this bench to earn
his Eagle Scout Award. Tom Corrigan came up with
the idea and gave Paul the required parameters.
In place of a D7 Fall Conference, a Business/Awards
Luncheon will be held on Saturday, Nov 7th at Reinecker’s Restaurant in Macedonia Starting at 11:45am.
Cost $20. masks req’d, limit 50 people. Contact Tom
Hancock at 330-499-3660. ** (This event has been
changed to a zoom meeting do to Covid increases)
I know these past few months have been tough but we
will get through this. Remember to watch for your dues
renewal notice and if you can spare a few extra dolars,
please give to USPS Educational Fund. NCO has
reached over 200% of it’s Goal and therefore we have
Honor Roll status. Boaters Education is one of our fundamental reasons for having our organization. Stay
safe and continue your Social Distancing. Hope to be
seeing all of you soon.
Sincerely,
Cdr. Harry Barnes, AP

Hopefully all of you are aware, if you have read the
latest and last USPS “Ensign” magazine, it will no
longer be a printed edition and mailed to you. Be
sure your e-mail address is correct to receive the
“Ensign” via your e-mail.
It has been difficult this restricted tumultuous pandemic year to write articles for our NCO “Currents.”
Almost no reporting of activities of Friday night suppers, live ExO meetings, educational Safe Boating
classes, rendezvous, VSC inspections, etc., because
NCO has done diddle-squat in fellowship, education,
and civic duty. Many squadrons have been in the
same holding pattern. So I need to revert to some
plagiarism. I hope no one is offended living currently
in this virtual basis world.

Executive Department
P/C Elliott Manke JN IN

Recently I received a religious bulletin from a friend
of mine and of my late wife Louise, which I believe is
very appropriate to consider during these times.
The following is a portion of that bulletin. Please
consider it, and maybe apply it as a guide line:

louiseelliottmanke@gmail.com
INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PORT CAPTAIN?
REFLECTIONS DURING OUR CURRENT TIMES
One of the volunteer categories of Americas Boating
Club/USPS has is the “Port Captains” program.
A Port Captain is a person who signs up to be a representative of our boating area. When other squadron
members wish to visit our NCO shoreline of the Lake
Erie, they can contact a Port Captain listed and find out
valuable facts, such as clean marinas, restaurants, fuel,
and repair facilities if required. A Port Captain should
be knowledgeable about the area and be willing to help
out the member. Back in ’93 in a retirement living relocation, I inquired information from Port Captains in
South Carolina and North Carolina along our Southeastern coast. If anyone is interested, please give me a call.
I have received an e-mail bulletin from the Safety Committee chair person R/C Allan Furtado, SN, proclaiming
that all VSC examiners who have not completed 5 VSC
inspections during this pandemic year will retain their
qualifications as a VSC examiner leading into year
2021. This came down from the USPS BOD.
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“It is challenging to live in today’s society. Every day
we wake up to headlines that threaten to unsettle us
for the rest of the day. Social media has become a
cesspool of malicious and mean spirited news. Or
much as I have tried to avoid it, my position requires
that I use a social media presence. So I’ve adopted
an adage that I will use as my guidelines for posting
on Facebook.
THINK
T ----- Is it True?
H ----- Is it Helpful?
I ----- Is it Inspirational?
N ----- Is it Necessary?
K ----- Is it Kind?
It is somewhat sappy, but I offer it to you nevertheless.”
Name and title not availed.
Keep wearing your
mask, stay healthy, and calm seas and fair winds.
Elliott

Website: http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/
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Educational Department
Lt/C Robert Thompson, AP

rthompson@bluesparktechnologies.com

1Lt James Christman, N
jimjwc@hotmail.com

When I sat down to write the November / December Currents Education Department article Theresa and I had
just returned after spending ten days in southern Indiana farm country looking after our three grandchildren,
ages 3 to 13, while their parents took a much needed vacation. I now realize why my parents only spent a
couple of days at a time visiting us when our children were about the same age. I’m still trying to get used to
peace and quiet and not having to limit my spoken words to single syllables. My recent experience must have
also given me a case of brain freeze as I’d been wracking my brain for more than an hour trying to come up
with a suitable topic for this article. However, when I was just about ready to pull out the few remaining hairs I
have on my head, I remembered about reading an article in the most recent issue of Practical Sailor entitled
“Night Vision and the Aging Eye”. The article certainly applies to me. As I’ve gotten older, my night vision has
deteriorated and I find it harder to read a chart when I’m sailing at night. While the article pertained to boating
after dark, it can certainly be applied to on-shore after dark activities as well.
Military research has determined that 0.3 – 3.5 cd/m² (candelas) is all the light you need to read a chart. However this research was based on young service members. The average recreational sailor is about 57 years
old. As you age, the minimal amount of light required increases significantly. Myopia (nearsightedness) and
wearing glasses (both of which applies in my case) further impairs night vision. A young person with good
night vision requires no more than 15 cd/m² to see, but as you age this number increases. An older person
with average to above average night vision is likely to need 15 – 25 cd/m².
As the sun goes down your eyes begin to adapt. At first your pupils dilate. Then photo-sensing chemicals
needed in daylight drain away, and vision becomes over 50 times more sensitive, often without our noticing
until the sun is well below the horizon.
In order to preserve night vision, referred to as dark-adapted vision, safe reading lights should fall in the mescopic (3 – 0.003 cd/m²) range. Cone receptors, located in the center of the retina become less efficient in this
range. Because they are the cells that provide sharp focus and color, reading becomes difficult and fine details fade. Smaller type on charts becomes a blur and colors begin to flatten.
Rod receptors, more sensitive in low light but unable to distinguish color, then take over, allowing us to move
about and see larger objects, like ropes, lifelines, etc. until it gets quite dark, perhaps 4,000 times darker than
mid-day.
In the mescopic range, we are just entering the realm of fully dark-adapted vision that sailors need in order to
keep watch across a moonless sea. The eye’s adaption to this low level of light requires rigorous avoidance of
bright light, and even relearning how you look at things.

Rods are far less sensitive to deep red light, so there is no question that properly dimmed red lights help preserve dark adapted vision. This is why for decades the military broadly adopted red lighting for infantry, naval,
and aircraft night operations. Red light installations were also considerably more dim by design. But there are
also downsides to red light, and the military standard for chart reading (MIL-STD-1472F) now allows either dim
white or red light, at the option of the user.
The theory of using dim light to protect the eye’s ability to adapt to darkness involves keeping light levels as
low as possible (in the mescopic range). However, the amount of light required for older eyes to read is well
above that level meaning every time a light is used to read a chart, your eyes will need a much longer time to
recover. Small wonder we have become more dependent on radar and plotters. We can’t see beans!

United States Power Squadrons®
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The solution to this problem is better light discipline. If
you are boating after dark stow away unnecessary
items so you can move about a darkened boat without
tripping over loose items. Dim multi-function displays,
chart plotters, and cell phones. If you must use cabin
lights below deck, block them from view on deck. If
other people are on-board, warn them not use or
shield flash lights so as to not blind those crew members who are operating the boat. Avoid alcohol and
even worse, tobacco. Both degrade night vision.
Wear sunglasses during the day; prolonged exposure
to overly bright light reduces dark adaption for 12 – 24
hours.
It is tempting to grab a flashlight when you can’t see,
and subsequently rely on your chart plotter, radar and
depth sounder, since your eyes no longer work. But
only dark adapted eyes will spot a small boat running
without navigation lights on a collision course, a floating log, or breakers over an uncharted rock.

SUNSHINE , GOOD WISHES
and CONDOLENCES
A welcoming sunrise,
calm seas and restful sunsets…
...God bless all our friends and their families….

Recovery:
• Liz Glassell is fully recovered!
• Twila Hauck is doing well at home after surgery
• Best wishes to Dawn Crain after a fall.
• Our condolences to Leslie Tighe for the recent
loss of her Brother-in-law Terry.
• Our thoughts and prayers for our friends from
Berea P.S. Dave Rickard, hospitalized, and Bob
Brandenstein with COVID related symptoms.
Continued Prayers for anyone struggling during
these turbulent uncertain times.

Be well friends!
Please notify the Commander, Secretary or
Sunshine chair, Lt Corey Nieding.
coreynieding@gmail.com Or 440-668-0765
with notices of needed sunshine for illness, surgeries, accidents or deaths, or GOOD news announcements to be included in The Currents.

CELEBRATE!

CELEBRATE!

DANCE TO THE MUSIC!
NOVEMBER

Kay Barnes
Jack Salisbury
Karen Walsh
John Klee

10
11
25
30

DECEMBER
Bob Thompson
Neal Casbean
Elliott Manke
Jim Christman
Dean Nieding
Paul Hilston
December Gearinger
Rich Kusnir
Anna Bigelow

02
04
09
12
13
15
16
22
27
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CDR Harry Barnes presenting
NCOSPS Commander’s
Member of the Year Award
to P/C Susan Rothacker
and New Member of the Year Award
to Lt Michael Walsh!
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2020
NCOSPS
Steak & Lobster
Event 26 September

Administrative Department
Lt/C Kay Barnes, S

kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com

Asst. Susan Rothacker, P
sjrothacker@aol.com

Food was
delicious...thanks to
Neal Casbean!
All went very well!
Weather was
SPECTACULAR!!!

Fall is here. The weather is changing. Drop in temperature and leaves are showing their colors. The Summer
weather was great for boating, kayaking, paddle boarding, and jet skiing. I hope everyone was able to enjoy
some outdoor activities.
Our annual and only event was a success. The Steak
and Lobster dinner was attended by 32 guests. It was
a smaller than our normal attendance due to
Covid. We surprisingly had a profit of $624.
For those who were not in attendance, a bench was
made by an Eagle Scout Paul Rossander to be used
by D7 for our simulator.
Thank you Tom Corrigan and Franklin Kutz for presenting it to D7 ExO Larry Spraggins and PDC Barbara Spraggins.
Cdr Harry Barnes presented trophies to New Member of
the Year Mike Walsh and Member of The Year PC Susan Rothacker. Covid-19 safety protocols were followed to keep guests safe. There was good feedback
from folks. They enjoyed themselves and appreciated
our extra work.
Thank you Neal Casbean our chef extraordinaire!
Thank you Susan Rothacker, Leslie Tighe, Mike and
Karen Walsh, and Jim Christman for making the
evening possible with your help. Thank you to all the
folks that brought baskets for our raffle. Thank you
Jerry Nagy for procuring the outdoor pavilion at CYC.
I don't know who to thank for the great weather!
We have cancelled the NCOSP October 30 Pasta Buffet Dinner at LYC. Thank you Mike Harcar for inviting
us. Next year for sure! No event plans for November.
At this time, we do not have a Christmas event scheduled. However, we do still plan on having a Toy Drive
as we have in past years, for the Kids. If you wish to
donate a toy or cash gift, please contact me. I will have
details soon as to how, when and where drop off will be.
Volunteers appreciated! Kaymmcardh@yahoo.com.
If a holiday event in December is scheduled, you will be
notified by a flyer. Please continue to stay safe.
Respectfully Submitted,
Lt/C Kay M. Barnes
www.usps.org
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2021 SAVE THE DATE
ANNUAL WIBC CHRISTMAS RIVER
PARADE OF LIGHTS
JULY 24th 2021
We would like club officers to pass this
along to members and possibly add to your
calendar of events.
We suggest making it fun for your club by
offering small 1st 2nd & 3rd prizes for participants. We will also be working with North
Coast Harbor at east 9th street for discounted
advanced accommodations during the day &
that night. The parade general starts between
9:30 & 9:45pm and goes up the Cuyahoga
river to Merwin’s Wharf turning & proceeding back down to the lake.
We ask that anyone wanting to participate
let us know by going to wibcparade@yahoo.com so we can have an idea of
boat count.
Working channel for parade will be VHF 68.
We ask that all participant’s keep to the starboard side of river in a straight line & keep
boats tight.
Thank You
Parade coordinator

HEAR YE! HEAR YE

SUMMER OF 2020!!
NCOSPS...
WHAT DID YOU DO THIS SUMMER
OF
QUARANTINE, SOCIAL DISTANCING
AND HALLOWEEN MASKS IN JULY?
I would love to publish stories and
photos of you and your family, etc.
enjoying summer activities.
Land sea or air. Anything goes!
MASKS are trending, any cool ones?
Seems we all have kids, grandkids,
MY Grand Daughter is grown…
but others, even greats will do, you
have something to brag about.
Youngins’ don’t care about all this
drama!
Pandewhat?
Pandemonium is all
there is, let’s see it!
Let’s see some smiles, laughter and
LOVE!
Email me @ sjrothacker@aol.com
With details, stories and photos if
possible and location/destinations.

Executive/Membership meetings
2nd Wednesday/month September thru May
7 :00 PM Meeting
CURRENTLY VIA ZOOM
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
EMAIL Commander Barnes for details
HARRYJBARNES@YAHOO.COM

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS
You can find the D7 website at: http://d7usps.org
You can find the NCOSPS website at:

http://northcoastohiosailandpowersquadron.org/
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Secretary’s Department

Lt/C Bradley Barton, SN IN
Bradley.barton1961@gmail.com

Treasurer

Asst Secretary

harryjbarnes@yahoo.com

Cdr Harry Barnes, AP

Asst: 1st/Lt Joe Poplstein, AP

1/Lt Jill Snellman
jillsnellman@yahoo.com

jpoplstein1@gmail.com

Dreams a lot...
In this year of quarantine, with little going on with the
squadron, or anything else really, a short reverie might
be offered concerning a trait I have that serves me
well. Maybe fifteen years ago my mom was going
through some old stuff and came upon my grade
school archives. One unexpected piece was a note
on one of my third-grade evaluations saying, “dreams
a lot.” It was not necessarily a problem. My grades
and all were pretty good, but I was then, and am now
an accomplished day dreamer, and it is a useful thing.
It is useful because I do not get bored. More now than
at age nine, there are many, many things to mull over,
boats to sail, utopias to construct. The virus has not
changed much in my outlook, (I tell myself) so not doing things sits just about as well as doing lots of
things. I miss the people and things we do with the
squadron, especially being new to NCOSPS and
wanting to get involved and get to know everybody.
We still will bring our boat to the big water, and join
the group at the rendezvous, but if it must wait, so be
it. A bigger boat is still part of the plan, but we’re busy
with a 1.25-year-old grandson, with another on the
way in a couple of months, so if it is a few years off,
that’s OK.

Welcome from the Treasurer’s Department,
As of 10/3/2020 our checking account is at $10,586.75,
up $884.30 for the 2020-21 Fiscal Year. Our Total Assets stand at $224,700.47, up $908.05 YTD.
I am
glad to report NCO Steak and Lobster Roast at CYC
was a success netting $624,30 profit. Thanks to all
who attended and those who contributed baskets.
Treas. Harry Barnes, AP

WISHING EVERYONE
AND THEIR FAMILIES A
VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 2020
AND A PROSPEROUS 2021.
We may not be together during this
blessed season but our hearts and prayers
are with all of you. Enjoy and embrace
our many blessings.

The term might be “armchair sailor,” no different than
the armchair philosophers we read about. One who
dreams a lot has an advantage in imaginary voyages
of every type. You can put yourself in the place of
those about whom you read or create new journeys on
your own. You can imagine pulling into an NCO gathering in your new yacht, with your wife beaming as
you make a perfect landing. You can think of the day
when we will all get together again, without the worry
of passing or catching this capricious bug we talk
about so much. Sitting with a sleeping baby in your
arms slows down one’s activities, to be sure, but babies grow up, and the virus will run its course, one
way or another, and surely somewhere, someone is
taking good care of my next boat.

This virus will pass and
we will have a semi normal year next year!
Pray for peace and good
health in the new year.
GET YOUR GEAR ON!!
Anyone interested in shirts, hats, name tags
and other NCOSPS logo items, please contact
P/C Mary Glassco, N for order form and information.

In the meantime, dreams a lot will be just fine.
Hoping you are too.
BB

glassco3727@att.net.

United States Power Squadrons®
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Fall is upon us. Our year has been
uneventful. We are continuing to
keep safe with our monthly Zoom
meetings. They are the 1st Wednesday of the month at 5P.M. I will email members with the link prior to
each meeting.
A revised roster is in the works. We will be donating to
Malachi House for our holiday donation. A Christmas get
together will be decided soon.

2020

Sincerely,
Kay Marie Barnes,
President

Officers & Chairs 2021
Kay Barnes, President
216-780-8872
kaymmacrdh@yahoo.com

Pat Dever, Vice President
440-221-0854
pdever2027@yahoo.com
Theresa Thompson , Secretary
586-713-0827
nurse4658@aol.com
Ann Sartin, Treasurer
440-213-6542
annsartin@sbcglobal.net
Gail Ahlers, Sunshine & Phone calls
H 216-228-8729
Lgahlers@aol.com

RIVERBELLES
EVENT CALENDAR 2020-2021
Meeting Agenda Items:
Please remember to email me 2 weeks PRIOR to the
meeting date with your discussion items so I may review and include on the agenda.
Thank you! Kay
November 4 Karen Walsh
ZOOM meeting 5:00 P.M.
Dec. 2

Christmas Dinner-Kay Barnes
Place and time TBD

No meetings January and February

Kate Mott/Susan Rothacker
Photography/Historian
Photos to: sjrothacker@aol.com
Kate Mott, Charity
216-470-9278
Mary Glassco, Roster
C 440-503-1915 / glassco3727@att.net
Be sure to let Mary know of any changes!

March 3

Gail Ahlers: Meal, place TBD

TBD

Pat Dever Theater Event

April 7

Ann Sartin’s house possibly,
Election meeting time & location TBD

May 5

Change Of Watch

Kay Barnes, Fundraising
Pat Dever, Theater
Twila Hauck, Facebook

NOVEMBER
Kay Marie Barnes 10
Gail Ahlers
18

HAPPY

BIRTHDAY!!!

DECEMBER
Susan Vincent
Patricia Dever

3
6

Enjoy your special day!
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PLEASE RETURN TO:
USPS / NCOSPS
P/C SUSAN ROTHACKER, P
33883 Maple Ridge Blvd
Avon, Ohio 44011

Dated

Material

DON’T FORGET !!!!

3 NOVEMBER

Address Service Requested
NOV/DEC 2020

VOTE!!
NORTH COAST OHIO SAIL and POWER SQUADRON
CALENDAR OF EVENTS for 2020/2021

DATE

EVENT / LOCATION

DATE

EVENT / LOCATION

Nov 7

D7 Fall Conference Virtual Zoom mtg
Details will be emailed from D7 Cdr

Feb

NCOSPS monthly meeting*

Feb TBA

Founder’s Day—BSPS hosts

Nov 11

NCOSPS monthly meeting*

Feb 14-21

USPS Annual Mtg-Vedra Beach FL

Dec 9

NCOSPS monthly meeting*

10

Feb 26-28

Akron Boat & Water Sport Show

Dec/TBA
NCOSPS Christmas get together
Considering several locations. Updates later.

Mar 10

NCOSPS monthly meeting*

April 9-11

D/7 Spring Conference TBA

Jan 13

NCOSPS monthly meeting*

April 14

NCOSPS monthly meeting*

Jan 15-19

Cleveland Boat Show IX Center
Cancelled at the moment.
Change of venue likely

May12

NCOCPS monthly meeting*

July 21

Parade of LIGHTS!

* Monthly meetings may be held via Zoom
Commander will send email info

October 2021 PENTA Conference-FIVE districtsONE Conference!-Kalahari Resorts

Stay tuned!

More to come!

When in doubt, call for Details.…
Events:

Admin : Lt/C Kay Barnes, S
216-780-8872 kaymacrdh@yahoo.com
Commander Harry Barnes, AP
440-653-1445 harryjbarnes@yahoo.com

Classes: SEO: Lt/C Robert Thompson, AP
440-930-2594 rthompson@bluesparktechnologies.com
Asst SEO: 1/Lt Jim Christman, N
440-537-4800
jimjwc@hotmail.com
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